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Thanks to our members, Vancity is proud to be 
an Accessibility Partner at this year’s PuSh Festival.

We’d like to congratulate PuSh on their 10th anniversary.

vancity.com
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where we live.

Good Money (TM) and Make Good Money (TM) are trademarks of Vancouver City Savings Credit Union.
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A Persistence 
of Vision  ←
Back in the early naughts, PuSh was an impulse both simple and far-reaching. A bold and 
original mid-winter, international festival was envisioned as a much-needed platform 
for creating a “new context” for the performing arts here in Vancouver. 

Such a festival would both challenge and inspire colleagues. It would be founded on an 
ethos of partnership, demonstrating what new economies of scale might be achieved, 
what new audiences might be reached, and the new relationships that might be fostered 
between BC and other regions in Canada and abroad. All of this would, in turn, help 
stimulate new public and private investment in the arts.

The festival’s mission and sense of possibility would fuel our conversations with curatorial 
collaborators on shared interests and what artistic innovations might be tested by local 
and visiting artists. This would also include an expanded sense of horizons, of risk-taking 
for you, our audience. A festival such as the one imagined over a decade ago would 
engage with the issues of the day, placing the aspirations and concerns of Vancouver 
artists, audiences and communities within a wider framework and on a larger stage, 
ultimately serving as an act of affirmation and provocation.

Naming it “PuSh”? Here, too, the thought was fairly straightforward. Push boundaries; 
push the form; push forward new ideas, new aesthetics, new thinking and new work. Yet, 
no matter how challenging or far-fetched the artistic proposition might be, we would 
stick by our credo: no hype; tell the truth; never lie.

From the beginning we have hoped to present artists and works that stay with you—through 
a persistence of vision—long after the show is over. Perhaps you’re one of the lucky ones 
who saw Jimmy in the original PuSh series—a beguiling and utterly unforgettable act of 
theatre by Montreal’s Marie Brassard. One night in particular, the theatre at Studio 16 
was packed—over-sold at a hundred people, or so. After the show it took Marie a good 
20 minutes to change into her street clothes, remove her makeup and put away the 
portable microphone she had used to create the work’s dream-world effect. When she 
returned to the stage for the post-performance talk not a single person had left. They 
had remained in the theatre—having witnessed a work of art of profound meaning, of 
exhilarating artistry, of surprising and breathtaking moments—eager to take in more.

We hope you are fortunate enough to have a similar experience at this year’s 10th 
Anniversary PuSh International Performing Arts Festival. And may that experience 
resonate with you for some time to come, into a future where, rest assured, we’ll be 
waiting to cross the line with you one more time.

Please join us in celebration of this momentous occasion. It's a birthday, after all!Super Night Shot 11
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secret
spaces
food + drink + inspiring places

Become a member of 
 Theatre Conspiracy 
 for your chance to  
win two tickets to a  

Secret Spaces event!
(up to $300 value)

To sign up :
Visit the support page  

of our website  
(conspiracy.ca/support)

conspiracy.ca |  facebook.com/theatreconspiracy | @Conspiracy_Now

Theatre Conspiracy’s signature fundraising 
series presents cocktail parties and 
intimate dinners in architecturally or 
historically significant (or simply unique) 
locations around the Lower Mainland.

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to 

everyone taking part in the 2014 PuSh International 

Performing Arts Festival.

Now in its 10th year, this festival offers patrons 

a chance to take in a variety of entertaining and 

sometimes unconventional performances by 

acclaimed local, national and international artists. It 

promises to be an exceptional display of creativity, 

emotion and talent.

I would like to commend the organizers and the 

performers for their continued commitment to 

making this festival such an important part of the 

city's spirit. I am certain that this year’s edition of 

PuSh will, once again, delight audiences with its 

diverse showcase of live performing arts.

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable 

experience.

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.

Prime Minister of Canada

As Premier of the Province of British Columbia, it is 

my pleasure to welcome everyone to the 2014 PuSh 

International Performing Arts Festival.

In British Columbia, we are fortunate to live in a 

place that embraces creativity and innovation. The 

events and performances planned over these next 

few weeks provide wonderful opportunities for 

artists to collaborate and allow for audiences to be 

exposed to new and exciting art forms. The festival 

also does amazing work in promoting art and culture 

in our province, while helping those involved in the 

performing arts industry create new relationships 

with people from around the world.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

those involved with making this festival come to 

fruition. Your efforts provide our performing arts 

community with the venues needed to promote their 

original and inspirational showcases of work, and are 

an incredible contribution to art in our province and 

country. Congratulations on your 10th Anniversary, 

and best wishes for an inspiring and enlightening 

festival.

Christy Clark

Premier of British Columbia

On behalf of my colleagues on Vancouver City Council, 

I want to congratulate the organizers, performers 

and audiences of the 2014 PuSh International 

Performing Arts Festival on the occasion of their 10th 

Anniversary.

It is the unique character of our city that all our 

citizens can enjoy and participate in a large, diverse 

selection of cultural entertainment events. The 

PuSh Festival tests the boundaries of the traditional 

performing arts show. It provides an avenue through 

which creativity and innovation can be showcased 

to audiences that are hungry for something different. 

There are a variety of performances that are sure 

to please everyone. We are very proud of our 

enlightened arts community and we welcome all the 

performers from across Canada and around the world. 

It is an honour to have you in Vancouver.

Congratulations on a fabulous event and I hope 

everyone enjoys the festivities. 

Gregor Robertson 

Mayor of Vancouver
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PuSh Patrons Circle
Sustaining Donors  ($5,000+)  ←
Maria Isabel Charlwood on behalf of Friends to Mankind, Mark James, Anndraya Luui, me&lewis ideas inc., Leslie Nolin, The 
Organizational Culture Group, The R&J Stern Family Foundation, Bing Thom Architects Foundation

Producers  ($2,500–$4,999)  ←
Peter Dickinson & Richard Cavell~*, Marna Disbrow, Chris Dobrzanski*, Schein Foundation

Curators   ($1,000–$2,499)  ←
Norman Armour~*, Leanne Averbach, Dawn Boblin & Nicky Stockton, James Chen, Marie-Claire Dy~*, Kathy & Stan Hamilton, 
Michael Heeney & Hilary Meredith, Jane Heyman~*, DD Kugler*, Thomas Lightburn, Harvey Loen, Susan Mendelson & Jack 
Lutsky, Ilze Roffey, Rodger So, Michael Stevenson~, Jane & Ian Strang, Betty Verkuil~, Jason Wang, Fei Wong, Max Wyman 
& Susan Mertens~*, Lien Yen

Advocates ($500–$999)  ←
Anonymous (2), Evan & Ingrid Alderson, Jack Amar & Deborah Roitberg, Robert Armour~, Mary & Herb Auerbach, Roberta 
Beiser*, Jeff & Izia Booth, Lorna Brown~*, Ann Cowan Buitenhuis, Kristin Cheung~, Anne-Marie Dekker, Mo Dhaliwal, Marilyn 
Diligenti-Smith & Wayne Smith, Megan Ellis & Company, Jamie Evrard, Dani Fecko~, Sam Feldman & Janet York, Ian & Teddy 
Forsyth*, Kent Gallie~, Robert Gardiner, Sandra Garossino, Dr. Matthew Garrey, Cheryl Geisler & Mark Stein, Karen Gelmon & 
Peter Busby, Kara Gibbs & Michael McGuire~*, Kenneth Owen Gracie~*, Susan Grossman, Margo Harper, Lisa & Rory Holland, 
Christopher Hunt*, JJ Bean, Alessandro Juliani & Meg Roe, Gail & Alan Johnson, Sherrie Johnson, Chris Kantowicz, David (DK) 
Kerr, Judi & Dave Korbin, Gerald Kowalenko, Ronald Lauenstein~, Winkie & Alan Macdougall, Dan Mangan, Ken Manning*, 
Paula Martin, Brenda McLean, Linda & Ward McMahon, Alexandra Montgomery, Laura Moore*, Carl Moriarty, Alice Niwinski*, 
Inna & Michael O’Brian, Gayle Pastrick~, Roderick Pearce, Andrew Petter, Cindy Reid & Rory Gylander~*, Victoria Ross & Keith 
Martin Gordey, Joanne Simpson & Ben Deis, Lainé Slater~*, Paul & Joan Whitney, Thomas Woods,  Minna Schendlinger~*,  
Denis Walz, Barbara Whiteman~, Eric Wilson

Supporters  ($150–$499)  ←
Anonymous (6), Anonymous~(2), Anonymous*(2), Glenn Alteen, Sascha Armour, Marijka Asbeek Brusse, M. K. Barclay, Louise 
Bentall, Jeremy Berkman & Sheila MacDonald~*, Tim Carlson, CINARS, Jennifer Clement, Judith Coffin*, Barbara Cole, Ann 
Connors, David Curll, Paula Danckert, Lois Dawson, Elvy Del Bianco, Gloria & Bob Dickinson, Michael Dobbin~, Bea Donald, 
Katrina Dunn & Parnelli Parnes, Eugene & Carmencita Dy, Kathy Evans, Everclean Building Services, Marie-Hélène Falcon, 
Margery Fee, Alex Ferguson~, Kathleen Flaherty, Jane Flick & Robert Heidbreder, Heather Fraser, Vicki Gabereau, Carole & 
Martin Gerson~, Tony Giacinti, Marianne & Edward Gibson, Julia Gibson, Ian Gill, Arlene Gladstone, Eugene Gorodetsky, Linda 
Gorrie~, Dr. Evelyn J. Harden*, Paul Hecht, Peter Herrndorf, O.C., Rosemary Hopkinson~, Elsie Jang, Liesl Jauk~, Jessie Johnston~, 
Lionel Johnston & Jane Heyman, Carol Kalmacoff, Yoshiko Karasawa, Heather Kennedy, Beverley Kort & Ray Schachter, Joshua 
Labove~ ,Susan Loadman, Jocelyn & Fiona Macdougall~, Elizabeth MacKenzie, Kathy Mann, Laurel March, Tanya Marquardt, 
Lydia Marston-Blaauw*, Melody Mason, Moshe Mastai, Lindsay McMahon~, Brenda McNicol, Daniel Murphy, Susin Nielsen, 
Helen O’Brian, Jennifer Ouano, Jim Oulton, Bobbi Parker~*, David Pay~, Judith Penner~, Nancy Pollak, Annie Reid & Lara Fraser, 
Alyson Rimmer, Rachel Rocco~, Brian Rocky, Janet Rogers, Joyce Rosario, Shaundehl Runka, Mary Schendlinger~*, Neil Scott, 
Kathryn Shaw*, Matthew & Matilda So, Diana Solomon, Ryan Spong, Donald Steele, Bonnie Sun~,  Adrienne Tanner, Vera 
Tatko, Tara & Jim Travis~*, Jas Uppal, Mauro Vescera, Darcy Wiebe, Stephen Williams, Donna Wong-Juliani*
 
Friends  ($20–$149)  ←
Anonymous (20), Anonymous~(1), Christopher Adkins, Sigrid Albert & Jeff Carmichael, Jim Anhorn, Andre & Sheila Anzarut, 
Kathleen & Simon Barilla, Nancy Barker, Shirley Barnett, Marc Baumgartner, Frantisek Beck, Linda Belton, Fiona Black, Darlene 
Blaeser & Grant McAree, Latifah Brett, Brown Strachan Associates, Colin Browne, Claudia Buckley, Frances Bula, Martha Burton, 
Shauna Butterwick, Sara Bynoe, Neil Cadger, Ken Cameron, Katharine Carol, Lauren Carter, Yok Leng Chang, Yih Hsiang Cheng, 
Michael Clague, Laura Crema, Ann Daskal, Alexander Daughtry, Michael Davis, Luisa Devette, Gail Dickson, Margaret Dickson, 
Lesley Duffy, Gareth Duncan, Margaret Eberle, Susanna Egan, Peter Elton, Regina Eustace, Trish Everett, Andrea Fecko, Claire 
Fogal, Susan Freedman & William Galloway, Borja Fisher-Brown, Amanda Fritzlan & Marcus Youssef, Louise Gadd, Reid Gilbert, 
Camille Gingras, Angela Greville, Laurie Guy-Sharp, Catherine Hahn, Stephen Heatley, Joyce Hinton, Jane Hope, Bill Houghton, 
Arlene Howard, David Hudgins, Heather Hyde, Paula Jardine, Alistair Johnston, Arlene Johnston, Neil Jones-Rodway, Erin 
Jorgensen,  Richard Kadulski, Natalie Kardum, Alison Kelly, Gerard Kerr, Elizabeth Kidd, Lillian Komiyama, Katie Koncan, Jude 
Kusnierz, Peter Ladner, Emily Larkman, Heather Latimer, Peter Leblanc, Jo Ledingham, David Lee, Jennifer Leong, Julie Longo, 
Gloria Loree, Karen Love, Emma Luna Davis, Marni MacLeod~, Jaspal Marwah, Jeni May, Kerry McPhedran, John & Marilyn 
McVicar, John Mendoza, Nicholas Minns, Kevin Mooney, Kirsty Munro, Tom Newton, Ellie O'Day*, Arline Oishi, Frank Pang, 
Barbara Parkin, Iain Pennington, Brenda Peterson, Cory Philley, Shayna Plaut, Susan & Stephen Pond, Peter Quin-Conroy, 
Joanne Rankin, Martha Rans, Peter Richards, Scott Rose, Nancy Rosenblum, Aliya Rozenberg, Eva Sharell, George Shipley, 
Sophie Sienema, Leslee Silverman, Lindy Sisson, Michelle So, Donna Soares, Paul Sontz, Mike Stack, Maria Stanborough, Peter 
& Rosa Stenberg, Diana Stewart, Kristin Stockley, Susan Stout, Heather Tak, Camilla Tibbs~*, William Taylor, Ronnie Tessler, 
Nicci Theroux & Brock Lumsden, Anona Thorne*, Tides Canada Foundation, Rebecca Toolan, Valerie Van Clieaf, Colleen Van 
Hooft, Bessie Wapp, Susan & Jerry Wasserman, Christianne Wilhelmson & John Webber, Gregory Weir, Donna White, Jean 
Wilson*, Kasey Wilson, May Winram, Garry Wolfater, Richard Wolfe, Adrienne Wong~, Janelle Wong-Moon~*, Maiko Bae 
Yamamoto & Kevin MacDuff, Sharyn Yuen

Gifts in Memory or in Honour
Anonymous in memory of Kensaku Asano & Alishia Harris; Anonymous in memory of Nigel Charnock; Mary & Herb Auerbach 
in memory of Milton Wong; Marna Disbrow in memory of Anna Wong; Tony Giacinti in memory of Lola MacLaughlin; 
Dr. Evelyn J. Harden* in memory of John Wood; David Hudgins in memory of Fiona Hudgins; Mary Schendlinger in memory 
of Jackie Crossland

* Donors who have given for at least five consecutive years. We are so honoured to have so many deeply committed individuals who continue to   
  see value in supporting what we do. An extra special thank you goes out to you!

~ Donors who are part of our monthly giving program.  We extend our deepest gratitude to these donors, whose monthly gifts are a vital part 
  of sustaining the future of the PuSh Festival.

  As of October 8, 2013.   If we have missed your name because of our print deadline, please know that we appreciate you very much!

Art Does Not 
Exist Without 
Patrons  →
Thank you to our donors—thank you for being 
a part of the PuSh Patrons Circle. Your gifts 
bring adventure and diversity, innovation and 
creativity, inspiration and rejuvenation to the 
stages throughout Vancouver each January. 

For more information about becoming  part of the Patrons 

Circle, contact Development Manager Jocelyn Macdougall at 

jocelyn@pushfestival.ca, 604.605.8284 ext 202.

Patrons Circle Events
Members of the Patrons Circle, at various levels, are invited 

to exclusive behind-the-scenes and artist events throughout 

the Festival and the rest of the year! This year, we invite you 

to join us at the following Patrons Circle Events:

Artist Luncheon: 

rabih mrouÉ / The Pixelated Revolution (p. 12)
January 16 | 12pm 
Location TBD

Curators, Producers and Sustaining Donors are invited to attend.

Opening Night Invitation: 

porte parole / Seeds (p. 20)
January 22 | 7:30pm performance, reception to follow
Frederic Wood Theatre, University of British Columbia

Advocates, Curators, Producers and Sustaining Donors are 
invited to attend.

Private Sneak Preview & Artist Chat: 

brokentalkers / Have I No Mouth (p. 25)
January 29 | 7pm performance, reception to follow

Waterfront Theatre, Granville Island

Supporters, Advocates, Curators, Producers and Sustaining 
Donors are invited to attend.

To RSVP your attendance at Patrons Circle events, 

contact Individual Giving Coordinator Katie Koncan 

at katie@pushfestival.ca, 604.605.8284 ext 206.  ←
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10 years crossing the line with you.

Pushing artistic boundaries is not only the PuSh Festival’s 
reason for being, we believe it’s ultimately what the performing 
arts are all about. Because when you cross that line between 
safe and risky, sometimes amazing things can happen. We’re 
just glad that for 10 years now, they could all happen with you.



cross the line
January 14 – February 2, 2014

Vancouver's International Performing Arts Festival
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 Connecting Paths  ↓
“That was living.”

That was the comment an audience member told to 
a dancer/choreographer after a recent performance.

“Did you say ‘living’?” I asked. 

“Yes,” she replied, “Living… I was just so in the moment.” 

Live. Living. Liveness.

We can’t change the past, or stop the march of time. We only have this moment, and in 
live performance we experience it as a collective, connecting as human beings. Since its 
inception as a series in 2003 and as a festival in 2005, PuSh has brought Vancouver work 
that is consistently visionary, genre-bending, multi-disciplined, startling and original. 

It would be difficult to frame the entirety of the programming of the 2014 PuSh International 
Performing Arts Festival into a single theme, idea or vision. Each work asks, in some way, 
very potent yet basic questions that are crucial in considering the world around us today. 
How do we be together? How do we co-exist? How do we come to understand ourselves 
and connect with each other?

We strive to present work that inspires, stimulates and perhaps entertains, as much as we 
seek to challenge and even confound you, the audience. Why do we insist on pushing you? 
Because this world needs more empathy, more honest conversation, more real connection. 

When we confront something new, or something we “don’t get,” with courage and 
curiosity, our minds and bodies forge new pathways for relating to ourselves, each other, 
the space around us. Consider these pathways as you experience the performances of 
this year’s Festival. Our need to relate, to connect, manifests in the art time and time 
again: across generations, between linguistic and geographic communities, and through 
social and political change.

Back to that evening after the performance, we—the audience member, choreographer 
and I—continued talking for hours, about the work, art, life. About that moment of living.

Find those moments in this year’s Festival when you are most alive. And let’s be in it, together.

Joyce Rosario
Associate Curator

The First PuSh Performance  ←

In January 2003, the PuSh International Performance Series, 

as it was then known, presented Jimmy, written, directed 

and performed by Marie Brassard (Montreal). Jimmy was the 

first of a series of performances (three artists in three venues 

over three months presented through a new partnership 

between Rumble Productions and Touchstone Theatre). PuSh 

was modelled after the inspiring example of our Canadian 

festival colleagues: Marie-Hélène Falcon, Festival de théâtre 

des Amériques; Michael Green, High Performance Rodeo; and 

Sherrie Johnson and Menno Plukker, Six Stages Festival. In 

2005, the series became the PuSh International Performing 

Arts Festival, an annual three-week festival that is now one 

of Vancouver’s signature arts events.
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Gob Squad Arts Collective (Berlin, Germany / Nottingham, UK)  ← 

Super Night Shot
January 14

Concept: Gob Squad Arts Collective | Creators & performers: Johanna Freiburg, Sean Patten, Elyce Semenec, Berit Stumpf, Sarah Thom, Bastian Trost, Simon Will, with guests Mat Hand, Erik Pold, Ilia Papatheodorou, 
Laura Tonke | Sound designers: Sebastian Bark, Jeff McGrory | Production manager & dramaturge: Eva Hartmann | Production assistant: Nina Tecklenburg | Tour manager: Mat Hand   •   Production commissioned 
by Volksbühne am Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz Berlin; research & development funded by Arts Council of England East Midlands

Vancouver Playhouse
600 Hamilton Street

8:00 pm  (60 min, no intermission)

Tickets : $35
pushfestival.ca  |  604.605.8284 ext 200

Not eligible on the PuSh Pass. 
PuSh Passholders receive discount code.

Gal a performance presented by

“… executed with bravura seat-of-the-pants verve and ingenuity.”  New York Times

Super Night Shot is a magical journey through the nighttime streets of a not too distant city. In this case, 

it’s Vancouver that becomes the film set of this impromptu movie full of surprises, with the unsuspecting 

public as co-stars. Comical, moving and utterly unpredictable, Super Night Shot elevates the minutiae of 

everyday life into the glitz and glamour of a big-screen blockbuster. 

The movie is filmed exactly 60 minutes before you come to watch it. Declaring a “war on anonymity,” four 

performers/activists meet in downtown Vancouver, arm themselves with video cameras and synchronized 

watches, and head out onto the streets. One hour later they meet again and present what they have filmed 

to the waiting audience. Super Night Shot is a celebration of serendipitous meetings with strangers and 

delights in the randomness of urban existence. Anything can happen, and usually does... 

Super Night Shot has been filmed/performed nearly 200 times—from Siberia to Bangalore—in four 

languages on six continents. Celebrating 20 years in 2014, the seven Berlin-based artists that form the Gob 

Squad Arts Collective search for new ways to combine media and performance, producing stage shows, 

video installations, radio plays, interactive live films and urban interventions. 

gobsquad.com

10th ANNIVERSARY GALA PERFORMANCE   

Join us to celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. Cake & ice cream included!
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 Rabih Mroué (Beirut, Lebanon)  ← 

 The Pixelated Revolution
January 15–18

Writer, director & performer: Rabih Mroué | Translator: Ziad Nawfal | Artist thank-yous: Lina Saneh, Tony Chakar, Sarmad Louis, Hito Steyerl, Elia Suleiman, Khalil Joreige & Joana Hadjithomas, Walid Raad, Bilal 
Khbeiz, Yousef Tohme, Paul Khodr, Christine Tohme, Manal Khader, Ziad Nawfal, Bernard Khoury, Stefan Tarnowski, Raseel Hadjian & Jowe Harfouche, Ashkal Alwan, Beirut Art Center, Kalamon  •  Production 
commissioned by 2010 Spalding Gray Award (Performance Space 122, Andy Warhol Museum, On the Boards, Walker Art Center); co-produced by Berlin Documentary Forum-HKW; supported by Documenta 13

“Buoyed by equal doses of mischievous and lacerating humour, Rabih Mroué... has used fictive 

intercessions to animate hidden histories.”  Frieze Magazine

“Syrians are filming their own death,” thus begins The Pixelated Revolution. Part performance, part 

non-traditional lecture, this searing new work examines the use of camera phones in capturing and 

disseminating first-hand experiences of the Syrian revolution, while exploring the role of social media in 

sharing and proliferating those images from the front line. The Pixelated Revolution brings to light the 

reality of the Syrians’ plight—the “now and here”—and its interpretation by those witnessing the events 

minute by minute from afar—the “now but there.” Rabih Mroué plays the role of curator, interpreter and 

commentator of hundreds of images and videos culled from the Internet, projecting evidence of past events, 

dead moments and moments of dying. 

Rabih Mroué lives in Beirut. He is an actor, director, playwright, visual artist and a contributing editor 

of The Drama Review and the Lebanese quarterly Kalamon. He is co-founder of the Beirut Art Center. 

Employing both fiction and in-depth analysis to engage with his immediate reality, Mroué explores the 

responsibilities of the artist in communicating with an audience in given political and cultural contexts. 

His 2014 visit to Vancouver includes an exhibition at the grunt gallery (see p. 42), following upon his 2012 

visit that included PuSh performances of Looking for a Missing Employee and an earlier version of The 

Pixelated Revolution at the Contemporary Art Gallery.

sfuwoodwards.ca
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Studio T, SFU's Goldcorp Centre for the Arts
149 West Hastings Street

8:00 pm  (60 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations:  

Post-performance talk : January 16

Tickets : Advance $27–33  |  Door $29–35
ticketstonight.ca  |  604.684.2787

Additional services charges apply to phone orders.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

presented with
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14   15   16   17   18   19   20   21   22   23   24   25   26   27   28   29   30   31          01   02   
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Gob Squad Arts Collective (Berlin, Germany/ Nottingham, UK)  ← 

 Gob Squad’s Kitchen
January 16–18

Concept: Gob Squad arts collective | Creators & performers: Johanna Freiburg, Sean Patten, Berit Stumpf, Sarah Thom, Bastian Trost, Simon Will, Sharon Smith, Nina Tecklenburg, Laura Tonke | Guest performer: 
Erik Pold | Video artists: Miles Chalcraft, Martin Cooper | Sound designers: Jeff McGrory, Jeffrey Fisher | Stage designers: Gob Squad, Chasper Bertschinger | Production manager & dramaturge: Christina 
Runge | UK producer: Ayla Suveren | Artistic assistants: Tina Pfurr, Sophia Simitzis | Tour manager: Mat Hand | Manager: Eva Hartmann  •  Production supported by Volksbühne im Prater, Berlin, donaufestival 
Niederoesterreich, Nottingham Playhouse, Fierce!; Funded by the Senatsverwaltung fuer Wissenschaft, Forschung und Kultur Berlin, Fonds Darstellende Kuenste e.V. Bonn & Arts Council of England 

“This feels like one of the most impossible, beautiful, courageous and epic theatrical experiences you 

can imagine.”  The Guardian

It’s 1965: pop, subculture, superstars, feminism, drugs, bright lights and sex. Gob Squad’s Kitchen travels back 

to the underground cinemas of New York City and playfully deploys an arsenal of live video and performance 

techniques to celebrate the culture-bending heyday of Andy Warhol’s Factory. The Edie Sedgwick vehicle 

Kitchen is the starting point: the original film, directed by the era’s reigning King of Pop, encapsulates the 

hedonistic, experimental energy of the Swinging ’60s. As Sedgwick said, “I live my part too—only I can’t 

figure out what my part is in this movie.”

Now Gob Squad has set the task of reconstructing Kitchen as a theatrical experience. Live recreations of 

scenes from the original film—acted out on bare-bones sets and viewed as black and white projections—are 

spliced with other Warhol celluloid adventures to evoke an elusive, mythic time and place. How did people 

dance in 1965? What did they talk about? Had feminism happened, or yet to begin? Gob Squad’s Kitchen 

is a journey back in time and back to the future again: a quest for the original, the authentic, the here and 

now, the real me, the real you, the hidden depths beneath the shiny surfaces of modern life.

Gob Squad’s Kitchen is one of the company’s most widely toured shows, having been performed well 

over 100 times throughout Europe and beyond. Gob Squad Arts Collective, a group of seven artists, has 

been devising, directing and performing since 1994, working where theatre meets art, media and real life.

gobsquad.com   |   sfuwoodwards.ca
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Fei & Milton Wong Experimental Theatre, 
SFU's Goldcorp Centre for the Arts
149 West Hastings Street

8:00 pm  (100 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  

Post-performance talk : January 17

Tickets : Advance $27–33  |  Door $29–35
ticketstonight.ca  |  604.684.2787

Additional services charges apply to phone orders.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

presented with

presented by

jan					                       feb
14   15   16   17   18   19   20   21   22   23   24   25   26   27   28   29   30   31          01   02   
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Why Not Theatre (Toronto, Canada)  ← 

A Brimful of Asha
January 16–february 8

Writers & performers: Ravi Jain, Asha Jain | Director: Ravi Jain | Set designer: Julie Fox | Lighting & video designer: Beth Kates (Playground Studios) | Production & tour stage manager: Andre du Toit | Associate 
producer: Owais Lightwala  •  Production supported by Canada Council for the Arts, Ontario Arts Council, Toronto Arts Council; originally produced at Tarragon Theatre. Touring supported by Canada 
Council for the Arts

“… a fresh and funny recounting of tradition in conflict with a changing world… ”   Ottawa Citizen

A heartwarming tale of love and family—and marriage, if Ravi’s mother has any say in the matter—A 

Brimful of Asha has been charming audiences and critics across the country. Real-life mother and son, 

Asha and Ravi Jain, share the stage to tell this true story of generational and cultural clash, capturing a 

quintessential Canadian experience. When Asha goes to extraordinary and unsolicited lengths to arrange 

Ravi’s marriage—from a surprise trip to India to personal ads in newspapers—a mother’s love and a son’s 

devotion are entertainingly put to the test, exposing the divided values between immigrant parents and 

their first-generation children.

Ravi Jain is a multi-award-winning actor, director, producer, arts activist and artistic director of Why Not 

Theatre. Founded in 2007, Why Not Theatre is a Toronto-based company with an international scope. Over 

the past six years, the company has established a reputation for its inventive, experimental, cross-cultural 

collaborations featuring new Canadian writing alongside revitalized interpretations of classics. The company 

has created over 16 productions and has toured across Canada and around the world.

theatrewhynot.org   |   artsclub.com
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Revue Stage, Arts Club Theatre Company
1601 Johnston Street, Granville Island

7:30 pm  (mon–tue)

8:00 pm  (wed–sat)

2:00 pm  (sat)

(no performance sundays) 

(90 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  

Post-performance talks : January 28, February 4

Tickets : from $25
artsclub.com | 604.687.1644

Eligible on the PuSh Pass from january 16 to february 2 only.

presented with

jan					                       feb
14   15   16   17   18   19   20   21   22   23   24   25   26   27   28   29   30   31          01   02   03 ... 08
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Stop the Violence (Copenhagen, Denmark) / Zee Zee Theatre (Vancouver, Canada)  ← 

 Human Library
January 17–19, 24–26, 31, February 1–2

Stop the Violence : Creators: Ronni Abergel, Dany Abergel, thomas bertelsen, Christoffer Erichsenm, Asma Mouna 
Zee Zee Theatre : Managing artistic director: Cameron Mackenzie | Associate producer & playwright-in-residence: Dave Deveau

“… eye-opening… a very good read.”   The Province

Borrow a book, discover a person. That’s the premise behind Human Library, an experiential work that 

began in Denmark and has gained huge popularity around the globe, with iterations popping up at local 

libraries in such countries as Australia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Singapore, Brazil, England and Germany.

First presented in Vancouver at the 2013 PuSh Festival, and back by overwhelming demand, Human 

Library is a curated collection of ‘human books’ covering an eclectic range of subjects, from “Drag Queen” 

to “Cultural Pirate” and “Born Again Christian.” Sign out one of thirty human books at the Vancouver Public 

Library Central Branch, start your one-on-one conversation and the rest is up to you.

After the brutal attack of a mutual friend, Stop the Violence, a collective of five individuals, created Human 

Library in 2000 in Copenhagen. Designed to promote dialogue, reduce prejudices and encourage understanding, 

Human Library is a meaningful, interactive experience that connects people who might not otherwise 

have the opportunity to know each other. Be a part of this international phenomenon.

Zee Zee Theatre, co-producer of the local production of Human Library (curated by associate producer 

Dave Deveau), is a company devoted to telling small stories in the lives of the marginalized. The company 

explores intimate moments through which limitless humanity and depth of character can be revealed. 

humanlibrary.org   |   zeezeetheatre.ca 
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Vancouver Public Library, Central Branch
3rd Floor, 350 West Georgia Street

12:00–5:00 pm  (20 min)

free
Human books are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis during event hours.

presented with

supported by

Vancouver Public Library
www.vpl.ca

jan					                       feb
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Ant Hampton & Tim Etchells (London & Sheffield, England)  ← 

 The Quiet Volume
January 17–19, 24–26, 31,  February 1–2

Creators: Tim Etchells, Ant Hampton | Voices: Seth Etchells, Ant Hampton, Jenny Naden | Binaural recordings: Tito Toblerone | Artistic producer: Katja Timmerberg  •  Production commissioned, produced by 
Ciudades Paralelas; co-produced by HAU Berlin, Schauspielhaus Zürich, with Goethe Institute Warschau, Teatr Nowy, Teatr Nowy Foundation; commissioned by Kulturstiftung des Bundes, Swiss Cultural 
Foundation Pro Helvetia, Goethe Institute Buenos Aires; co-produced by Vooruit Arts Centre. ciudadesparalelas.com

“The Quiet Volume manages to surprise, disorient and even unsettle.”  Willamette Week

In The Quiet Volume—set at the library, designed for two at a time—recorded instructions and a stack of 

carefully selected books direct you through this contemplative, self-generated performance. The Quiet Volume 

takes what is considered a deeply personal and internal process and pushes it out into the surrounding 

environment so that one reader’s sphere collides with another’s. It exposes the particular tension common to 

libraries worldwide: a combination of silence and concentration within which different peoples' experiences 

of reading unfold. 

In this performance, you and your co-reader/fellow audience member study printed words, conjure 

mental images and examine the act of reading in a new light in this surprising piece of ‘autoteatro.’ For 

the bibliophile and reluctant reader alike, The Quiet Volume exposes the strange magic at the heart of 

the reading experience. 

Ant Hampton founded Rotozaza in 1998, a project that explores the use of instructions given to unrehearsed 

‘guest’ performers, both on stage and within intimate, unconventional structures. Hampton was last in 

Vancouver with Etiquette presented at The Cultch in 2010. His 2014 visit includes leading an artist workshop 

as part the PuSh Assembly (see p. 40). Tim Etchells is the artistic director of the celebrated performance 

group Forced Entertainment. His work spans performance, video, photography, text projects, installation 

and fiction. Etchells is a 2014 PuSh Festival artist-in-residence, presented with the Contemporary Art Gallery, 

with performances, an exhibition and the PuSh Assembly keynote address (see p. 42).     

anthampton.com   |   timetchells.com
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Vancouver Public Library, Central Branch
3rd Floor, 350 West Georgia Street

12:00–5:00 pm  (60 min, no intermission)

Performances every 20 minutes

Tickets : $20
pushfestival.ca  |  604.605.8284 ext 200

Eligible on the PuSh Pass. 
Advance purchase recommended due to 
extremely limited capacity.

presented with

supported by

Vancouver Public Library
www.vpl.ca

jan					                       feb
14   15   16   17   18   19   20   21   22   23   24   25   26   27   28   29   30   31          01   02   

 16



Coup de Coeur Francophone  / PPS Danse (Montreal, Canada)  ← 

 Danse Lhasa Danse
January 18

Creator & staging director: Pierre-Paul Savoie | Artistic directors: Louise Beaudoin, Pierre-Paul Savoie | Musical director: Frédéric Darveau | Lighting designer: Caroline Nadeau | Singers: Bïa, Alexandre 
Désilets, Alejandra Ribera, Karen Young | Musicians: Frédéric Darveau, Sheila Hannigan, Pascal Racine-Venne, Jocelyn Tellier, Charles Trudel | Choreographers: Myriam Allard, Hélène Blackburn, Pierre 
Lecours, David Rancourt, Pierre-Paul Savoie, Roger Sinha, Edgar Zendejas | Dancers: Myriam Allard, Tom Casey, Sébastien Cossette-Masse, Roxane Duchesne-Roy, Sara Harton, Élise Legrand, David Rancourt   •
 Production co-produced by PPS Danse, Coup de coeur francophone. Touring supported by the Canada Council for the Arts

“Lhasa fans and first timers alike will be swept away by the bittersweet emotional tribute.”   Toronto Life

“No need for words... here there is only the power of movement, emotion of song and the intangible 

qualities of music to pay tribute to a strong and eternal body of work.”   Espace musique

This multi-disciplinary evening honours the life and work of New York-born, Montreal-based folk singer and 

musician, Lhasa de Sela, who lost her voice, and ultimately, her life to cancer. Artistic visionary Pierre-Paul 

Savoie’s Danse Lhasa Danse brings together seven dancers, four singers and five instrumentalists on stage 

to seamlessly meld concert and dance performance into a powerful tribute to the cherished artist who 

produced three lauded albums before her untimely death in 2010.

A Canadian icon himself, Pierre-Paul Savoie’s 30-year career has netted him numerous awards and recognitions 

for his choreographic work. A trailblazer of Quebec’s artistic scene, Savoie assembles an esteemed group 

of choreographers, visual artists, dancers and musicians, including the members of Lhasa’s original band, 

to create this beautiful, poetic evening.

coupdecoeur.ca    |    ppsdanse.com    |    chancentre.com
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The Chan Centre for the Performing Arts
6265 Crescent Road, University of British Columbia

8:00 pm  (95 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  

Pre-performance talk : January 18, 7:15pm

Tickets : from $36
ticketmaster.ca  |  1.855.985.2787

Additional service charges apply.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass with $12 surcharge, 
payable at time of booking.

presented with

jan					                       feb
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 Phil Soltanoff (New York, USA)  ← 

L.A. Party / an evening with 
William Shatner Asterisk
January 21–25

DIRECTOR: PHIL SOLTANOFF | WRITERS: DAVID BARLOW & JOE DIEBES | SYSTEMS DESIGNER: ROB RAMIREZ | PERFORMERS: MARI AKITA, ILAN BACHRACH, DAVID BARLOW, KRISTINE OAKES, ROB RAMIREZ, PHIL SOLTANOFF | LIGHTING 
DESIGNER: STEVE BRADY  •  Production supported by Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation through USArtists International in partnership with National Endowment for the Arts, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; MAP 
Fund supported by Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. An Evening with William Shatner Asterisk commissioned and produced at Fusebox Festival, supported by MAP Fund

“… mind-bending, gut-splitting ride. And then it gets funnier.”  New York Theater Wire

L.A. Party and An Evening with William Shatner Asterisk, conceived by New York theatre artist Phil 

Soltanoff, are two one-man shows—with no man.

In L.A. Party a fanatical vegan falls off the purity wagon, plunging head first into a wild, drug-induced 

bender in the City of Angels. Six performers on stage produce a compelling composite human being to 

recount the hilarious short story, mixed with live video. L.A. Party is engaging storytelling at its most 

elemental, matched with innovative low-tech but high-concept special effects.

In An Evening with William Shatner Asterisk sound and video clips of Captain James T. Kirk of the original 

Star Trek series are stitched together to create a meticulously catalogued montage. Like an oracle, the young 

Shatner beams from the screen to ‘speak’ about art, science and the human condition of the future. This 

is theatre conceived for a post-human world.

Phil Soltanoff is known for his innovative, hybrid work in which the arts collide in compelling ways. He 

challenges familiar forms, builds links among seemingly incompatible media and materials, and employs 

new technologies in surprising and human ways.

philsoltanoff.org   |  sfuwoodwards.ca
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Studio T, SFU's Goldcorp Centre for the Arts
149 West Hastings Street

8:00 pm  (120 min, with intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  

Post-performance talk : January 22

Tickets : Advance $27–33  |  Door $29–35
ticketstonight.ca  |  604.684.2787

Additional service charges apply to phone orders.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

presented with

jan					                       feb
14   15   16   17   18   19   20   21   22   23   24   25   26   27   28   29   30   31          01   02    
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Théâtre PÀP (Montreal, Canada)  ← 

The Dragonfly of Chicoutimi
January 22–25

Playwright: Larry Tremblay | Director: Claude Poissant | Actors: Dany Boudreault, Patrice Dubois, Daniel Parent, Étienne Pilon, Mani Soleymanlou | Assistant director: Catherine La Frenière | Set designer: 
Olivier Landreville | Lighting designer: Erwann Bernard | Sound designer: Éric Forget | Costume designer: Marie-Chantale Vaillancourt | Make-up designer: Florence Cornet | Prop designer: David Ouellet | 
Movement coach:  Caroline Laurin-Beaucage | Technical director: Judith St-Pierre | Stage manager: Olivier Gaudet-Savard  •  Production co-produced by Festival TransAmériques; supported by Canada Council 
for the Arts, Le Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec

“A powerful piece of dramatic writing… ”   Montreal Gazette

“A work mythologized since its inception almost 20 years ago… The Dragonfly of Chicoutimi continues 

to amaze.”   Le Devoir

First performed in 1995, on the eve of the Quebec referendum, The Dragonfly of Chicoutimi by award-

winning Larry Tremblay caused a sensation and became a piece of essential playwriting that defined a 

wave of French-Canadian work. In the deft hands of director Claude Poissant the work resonates with new 

relevance in a bold re-imagining that turns the play’s monologue structure on its head.

Gaston Talbot, the play’s anti-hero, leads the audience through an abyss of childhood memories and trauma, 

marked by a violent event that robs him of the ability to speak. When Gaston finally recovers his voice 

he can only speak English, filtered through his francophone consciousness. And in this way, he weaves a 

fantastical and disturbing tale that challenges our perception of truth. In this acclaimed production, five actors 

embody the play’s protagonist, delivering a linguistic tour de force like a chorus of Gaston’s fractured mind.

Théâtre PÀP has passionately promoted and developed contemporary playwriting to introduce emerging 

playwrights and to create opportunities for artists to deliver original works of art since 1978. This prolific 

Montreal-based company has produced more than 80 plays, primarily by contemporary Quebec writers.

theatrepap.com   |   sfuwoodwards.ca   |   seizieme.ca
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Fei & Milton Wong Experimental Theatre, 
SFU’s Goldcorp Centre for the Arts
149 West Hastings Street

8:00 pm  (75 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  

Post-performance talk : January 23

Tickets : Advance $27–33  |  Door $29–35
ticketstonight.ca | 604.684.2787

Additional service charges apply to phone orders.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

presented with

jan					                       feb
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 Porte Parole (Montreal, Canada)  ← 

 Seeds
January 22–26

Playwright: Annabel Soutar | Director: Chris Abraham | Performers: Bruce Dinsmore, Mariah Inger, Alex Ivanovici, Tanja Jacobs, Cary Lawrence, Eric Peterson, Liisa Repo-Martell | Lighting designer: Ana 
Cappelluto | Set & costume designer: Julie Fox | Sound designer & composer: Richard Feren | Video projection & media designer: Elysha Poirier   •  Production co-produced with Crow’s Theatre (Toronto, 2012); 
supported by Canada Council for the Arts, Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, Conseil des arts de Montréal. Touring supported by Canada Council for the Arts, Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec

“Seeds is great journalism and even better theatre, combining the exacting techniques of both in a brilliantly 

original way.”   Montreal Gazette

Is that a mutant organism on your dinner plate? Some accuse the multinational agricultural company 

Monsanto of being a latter-day Frankenstein who has lost control of its genetically modified offspring, 

cropping up unexpectedly in fields and supermarkets across the land. When a Saskatchewan farmer decides 

to fight back, Monsanto flexes its muscles and a four-year court case ensues. 

Consider these three things about this docu-theatre work: one, every word spoken onstage is a verbatim 

quote from court transcripts and interviews; two, it’s more than a modern-day David versus Goliath; and three, 

one story conceals a much more ominous one. In a suspenseful staging by Chris Abraham—featuring a cast 

of seven that includes iconic Canadian actor Eric Peterson (Corner Gas, Street Legal, Billy Bishop Goes to 

War)—Annabel Soutar’s explosive play lets everyone have their say: farmers, researchers, lawyers, activists 

and Monsanto public relations reps, each one playing a role in the grand theatre that is the modern economy.

Montreal’s Porte Parole uses theatre as its medium to engage in political dialogue. Each of their productions 

dives deep down into the human detail of urgent current event stories.

porteparole.org    |   theatre.ubc.ca
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Frederic Wood Theatre
6354 Crescent Road, University of British Columbia

7:30 pm  (jan 22–25)

2:00 pm  (jan 25–26) 

(160 min, with intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  

Post-performance talks : January 23, 24, 26

Tickets : Advance $27–33  |  Door $29–35
theatre.ubc.ca  |  604.822.2678

Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

presented with
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Human Cargo (Toronto, Canada)  ← 

 Night
January 24–26

Playwright & director: Christopher Morris | Performers: Reneltta Arluk, Tiffany Ayalik, Linnea Swan, Jonathan Fisher, Spencer Naqitarvik (voice) | Set & costume designer: Gillian Gallow | Lighting designer: 
Michelle Ramsay | Sound designer: Lyon Smith | Stage manager: Elizabeth McDermott | Technical director, production manager & associate lighting designer: Patrick Lavender | Scene artist & head of props: 
Anna Treusch | Assistant set & costume designer: Nadine Grant | Dramaturges: Peter Hinton, Paula Danckert  •  Production co-produced by National Arts Centre English Theatre; supported by Government 
of Nunavut’s Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth, Canada Council for the Arts, Ontario Arts Council, Embassy of Canada to Iceland

“… there’s enough heart and soul here to make this a Night to remember for audiences of any age. 

[Four stars]”   Toronto Sun

In Night, the lives of a Toronto anthropologist and a 16-year-old Inuk girl intersect powerfully during 24-

hour darkness in Pond Inlet, Nunavut. Daniella is armed with good intentions and the bones of Piuyuq’s 

grandfather that have been sitting on a museum shelf for decades. She imagines a momentous repatriation, 

and instead discovers a web of cascading tragedies that haunt Piuyuq and her family. 

A cross-cultural theatre creation, written and directed by Christopher Morris, and performed in English and 

Inuktitut (with surtitles), Night is a poetic and dramatic exploration of the clash between Inuit and colonial 

culture. Created over a three-year process in the arctic darkness of Pond Inlet and Akureyri, Iceland, Night 

turns southern tropes about the north upside down as it examines themes of ancestry, intention and darkness.

Human Cargo is a Toronto-based theatre company that brings together theatre artists from different cultural 

backgrounds to create original, multilingual productions. As theatre artists they explore the extremes of 

the human condition and create a safe environment for audiences to engage in a thorough and provocative 

discussion of ideas. The effect of Human Cargo's theatre is overt: instigate social and political change.

humancargo.ca    |   touchstonetheatre.com
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The Roundhouse, 181 Roundhouse Mews

8:00 pm  (jan 24–25)

7:00 pm (jan 26)

2:00 pm (jan 25–26)

(75 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  

Post-performance talks presented with Tides Canada : 
January 24–25 (see p. 33)

Tickets : Advance $27–33  |  Door $29–35
ticketstonight.ca  |  604.684.2787

Additional service charges apply to phone orders.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

presented with

supported by

jan					                       feb
14   15   16   17   18   19   20   21   22   23   24   25   26   27   28   29   30   31          01   02   
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  Music on Main (Vancouver, Canada)  ← 

 Mixtape : gabriel Kahane & Timo Andres 
January 27–28

Performers: Timo Andres, Gabriel Kahane | Music: Thomas Adès, Timo Andres, Johann Sebastian Bach (arranged by György Kurtág), Benjamin Britten, Charles Ives, Gabriel Kahane, Andrew Norman, Franz 
Schubert, Robert Schumann

“At the end of the night, the crowd jumped to its feet and gave Kahane and Andres… a standing ovation… 
maybe listeners just instinctively understood that what the two musicians were doing—direct, musical, 
natural—was a lot closer to the original spirit of a lot of this music than many more formal, conventional 
presentations.”  Washington Post

Like the pleasure of making a mixtape, New York-based composers and performers Gabriel Kahane and 

Timo Andres pour themselves into Mixtape, revealing ideas, passions and music that excites. A “complete 

and personal musical portrait,” as described by Washington Post, Mixtape is an intimate concert of piano 
music and songs that will move you.

Kahane and Andres have emerged as essential voices in today’s American musical scene. Whether performing 

at Carnegie Hall or the smallest clubs, or writing new music for orchestras, pop albums and string quartets, 

they both have rising-star careers that define what it is to be a musician today. For Mixtape, they’ve 

created a live playlist of great music that offers insight into the mind of modern musicians: Bach cantatas 

played alongside folk songs, pieces by their friends and colleagues, music by classical giants Schubert and 

Schumann, and songs and solo piano works by Kahane and Andres themselves.

Music on Main is dedicated to great music in casual but stimulating environments, with top-flight musicians, 
an ear for contemporary music, and refreshing concert formats. A frequent collaborator with the PuSh 

Festival, Music on Main’s PuSh presentations include sold-out hits like Ana Sokolovic’s Svadba/Wedding 
(2013), Terminal City Soundscape (2011), and Steve Reich's Drumming (2009).

gabrielkahane.com    |   andres.com   |   musiconmain.ca

heritage hall
3102 main street

8:00 pm  (70 min, no intermission)

Tickets :  $15–35 
ticketstonight.ca  |  604.879.9888

Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

presented with
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  Grouped’ArtGravelArtGroup (Montreal, Canada)  ← 

 Usually Beauty Fails
January 28–30

Creator, director & choreographer: Frédérick Gravel | Dancers at creation: Kimberley de Jong, Francis Ducharme, Frédérick Gravel, Brianna Lombardo, Frédéric Tavernini, Jamie Wright | Composers: Stéphane 
Boucher, Philippe Brault | Dancers & musicians on stage: Frédéric Boivin, Stéphane Boucher, Frédérick Gravel, Hugo Gravel, Brianna Lombardo, Frédérick Tavernini, Lucie Vigneault, Jamie Wright | Artistic 
assistant at creation: Ivana Milicevic | Rehearsal director: Anne Lebeau (at creation), Jamie Wright | Lighting designer: Alexandre Pilon-Guay | Technical director & stage manager: David-Alexandre Chabot | 
Sound technician: Louis Carpentier | Executive producer: Marie-Andrée Gougeon (for Daniel Léveillé Danse) | Development: George Skalkogiannis | Agents: (Benelux) Sarah De Ganck/Art Happens | Something 
Chimes in Me by Stéphane Boucher, courtesy of Éditions Éloize  •  Production co-produced by Danse Danse with Place des Arts, Rencontres Chorégraphiques Internationales de Seine-Saint-Denis, Moving in 
November, Département de danse de l’Université du Québec à Montréal, Société de la Place des Arts, Circuit-Est, Centre Segal; with the support of Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, Canada Council 
for the Arts. Production receives administrative support from Daniel Léveillé Danse Company as part of its touring sponsorship project. Frédérick Gravel is member of Circuit-Est Centre Chorégraphique

“Gravel creates a bare beauty that resists aesthetic standards... Hats off.”   Voir

Three musicians plugged into the power grid, six dancers ready to explode, the energy of pop music to 

intensify the beat, burning desire to set things ablaze. Quebec choreographer Frédérick Gravel ignites the 

stage in Usually Beauty Fails, a surrealist and unbridled study of beauty, love and relationships. Usually 

Beauty Fails is an audacious integration of popular culture and choreographic art; an invigorating and carnal 

work that posits conflict as art and elevates reality’s imperfections to the rank of the most efficient aesthetic. 

(Text: Fabienne Cabado. Translation: Michel Moussette.) 

Frédérick Gravel is a dancer, choreographer, guitarist, singer and lighting designer whose work is presented  

in all kinds of settings, from classic venues in Montreal, to underground spaces in New York and popular 

festivals in Europe. Gravel cultivates artistic ambiguity and plays with the cultural zeitgeist while thumbing 

his nose at the avant-garde. He turns the structures of choreography upside down, incorporating diverse 

elements linked to rock and performance art traditions. Gravel heads Grouped’ArtGravelArtGroup, a 

variable collective of his contemporaries trained in dance, music and theatre.

danielleveilledanse.org    |   sfuwoodwards.ca    |   dancehouse.ca

Ph
o

to
: D

en
is

 Fa
r

le
y

Fei & Milton Wong Experimental Theatre, 
SFU's Goldcorp Centre for the Arts
149 West Hastings Street

8:00 pm  (90 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  

Post-performance talk : January 29

Tickets : $38–44
dancehouse.ca  |  604.801.6225

Eligible on the PuSh Pass with $12 surcharge, 
payable at time of booking.

performance contains nudity.
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Orange Noyée (Montreal, Canada)  ← 

One
January 28 – February 8

Playwright, director & performer: Mani Soleymanlou | Co-director: Alice Ronfard | Sound designer: Larsen Lupin | Lighting designer: Erwann Bernard | Set designer: Mani Soleymanlou   
Production manager: Catherine La Frenière | Agent: Menno Plukker Theatre Agent Inc.  •  Production co-produced by La Chapelle, Théâtre du Grand Jour

“A brilliant storyteller, playwright and director, Mani Soleymanlou delights on all fronts in his 

autobiographical solo.”   Voir

A man, almost alone on stage, searches, finds, loses, forgets, rejects and ignores what he thought he always 

wanted to be. In this acclaimed autobiographical story, theatre artist Mani Soleymanlou traces his life from 

his birthplace in Iran to Montreal, via Paris, Toronto and Ottawa. Ostensibly a geographic journey, it’s a 

quest for identity and belonging. In Canada, where he has spent most of his life, Mani’s still the foreigner 

who isn’t “Canadian” enough. And from afar, he witnesses helplessly the horrors suffered by his peers in 

the homeland, who fight daily for their country, liberty, freedom of speech and their lives. In this internal 

struggle to belong, Mani questions the legitimacy of his Persian origins as well as the authenticity of his 

Western pop culture upbringing. In the end, what results is a certainty of his place in this world, and a 

very heartfelt piece of theatre.

Orange Noyée is a Montreal-based theatre company. Founded in 2011 by Mani Soleymanlou, the company 

takes its name from a Persian New Year tradition. Throughout New Year celebrations, among all the decorations, 

an orange floats in a bowl full of water, symbolizing the Earth, floating in its universe.

thecultch.com
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The Cultch
1895 Venables Street

8:00 pm  (except Feb 2)

2:00 pm  (Feb 1, 2, 8)

(No performance February 3)

(60 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  
Post-performance talk : January 29

Tickets :  from $18 
thecultch.com  |  604.251.1363

Eligible on the PuSh Pass from January 28 to February 2 only.
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Brokentalkers (Dublin, Ireland)  ← 

 Have I No Mouth
January 30 – February 1

Directors: Feidlim Cannon, Gary Keegan | Performers: Ann Cannon, Feidlim Cannon, Erich Keller | Sound designer: Jack Cawley | Video designer & production manager: Kilian Waters | Choreographer: Eddie 
Kay | Lighting designer: Sarah Jane Shiels | Costume designer: Emma Downey | Stage manager & prop master: Francis Fay | Agent: Sarah Ford/Quaternaire  •  Production supported by The Arts Council, Dublin 
City Council, Culture Ireland; part of Project Catalyst, a Project Arts Centre initiative

“A raw, poignant and deeply moving piece of excruciatingly honest storytelling, delivered with simplicity 

and poise.”   Irish Theatre Magazine

Feidlim Cannon’s father died 11 years ago; his death could have been prevented. Have I No Mouth is the 

heartbreaking true story that explores the aftermath of familial loss that reverberates between Feidlim 

and his mother Ann, who appears on stage with him, along with their real-life psychotherapist.

This achingly intimate work balances precariously on a knife’s edge between comedy and trauma, bringing 

the audience along on a journey to acceptance. Under the guidance of their therapist, Feidlim and Ann take 

an unflinching look at their fraught relationship, portrayed by anecdotes and re-creations of childhood 

memories. Have I No Mouth delivers catharsis to mother and son, and to contemporary theatre practice.

Ireland’s Brokentalkers, founded by Feidlim Cannon and Gary Keegan, are acclaimed at home and abroad for 

their pioneering approach to theatre. Their work explores new forms that challenge traditional ideologies of 

text-based theatre and use original writing, dance, classic texts, film, interviews, found materials and music.

quaternaire.org    |   facebook.com/brokentalkers
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Waterfront Theatre
1412 Cartwright Street, Granville Island

8:00 pm  (jan 30–feb 1)

4:00 pm  (feb 1)
(70 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  
Post-performance talk : January 31

Tickets : Advance $27–33  |  Door $29–35
ticketstonight.ca  |  604.684.2787

Additional service charges apply to phone orders. 
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

performance contains profanity.
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605 Collective (Vancouver, Canada)  ← 

 Inheritor Album
January 30 – February 1

Choreography & direction: 605 Collective | Performers: Laura Avery, Hayden fong, Lisa Gelley, Shay Kuebler, Josh Martin, Reneé Sigouin | Animation designer: Miwa Matreyek | Original sound composer: Kristen 
Roos | Lighting designer: Jason Dubois  •  Production supported by Canada Council for the Arts, British Columbia Arts Council, City of Vancouver, Vancouver Foundation, Hamber Foundation, QMFM ArtsFACT

“The language they’re inventing is more hip, young and now-feeling than almost anything else out 

there at the moment.”   Georgia Straight

Vancouver’s breakout 605 Collective brings their trademark explosive, urban-infused dance in the newly 

imagined version of their hit Inheritor Album. The work is a collection of short pieces that explores the 

concepts of inheritance and succession, producing an album of extraordinarily affecting images and movement 

set to an atmospheric electronic score. Known for their raw athletic power, 605 Collective’s dancers are 

pushed to the limits of physical possibility against a backdrop of stunning animations by L.A.-based media 

artist Miwa Matreyek (see Myth and Infrastructure, Club PuSh, p. 37).

605 Collective is a part of the new generation of dance makers, inspired by the exchange between urban 

and contemporary forms. Marked by a collaborative and evolving style all their own, the company has 

been capturing critical and audience attention since they debuted in 2006. They’ve recently made waves 

at the American Dance Festival and Fall for Dance in New York, as they continue to tour their works across 

North America.

605collective.com   |   thedancecentre.ca
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Scotiabank Dance Centre
677 Davie Street

8:00 pm  (65 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  
Post-performance talk : January 31

Tickets : $27–33  |  Door $29–35
ticketstonight.ca  |  604.684.2787

Additional service charges apply to phone orders.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.
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Tanya Tagaq (Cambridge Bay, Canada)  ← 

 Nanook of the North
January 31 – February 1

Film director & producer: Robert J. Flaherty | Live performers: Tanya Tagaq, Jesse Zubot, Jean Martin | Soundscape composer: Derek Charke   •  Tanya Tagaq in concert with Nanook of the North commissioned 
by TIFF Bell Lightbox as part of its film retrospective First Peoples Cinema: 1500 Nations, One Tradition

“... [Tagaq makes Inuit throat singing] sound fiercely contemporary, futuristic even. Recalling animal noises 

and various other nature sounds, she is a dynamo, delivering a sort of gothic sound art while stalking the 

stage with feral energy.”  The New York Times

“[Tagaq’s music is] like Edith Piaf… totally emotional.”  Björk

Famed Canadian singer Tanya Tagaq is in a category all her own. In this concert for film she fuses her voice 

and musical talents to create a mesmerizing, original soundscape for Nanook of the North, perhaps the 

most famous (and perhaps most infamous) film ever made about indigenous people. Tagaq’s haunting throat 

singing combines with Jesse Zubot and Jean Martin’s improvisatory genius and Derek Charke’s original 

film score to frame film pioneer Robert Flaherty’s 1922 semi-documentary in a new, contemporary light.

Experimenting with and honing her personal style in Inuit throat singing since she was a teenager in 

Nunavut, innovative vocalist Tanya Tagaq can capture the most ethereal moments of desire, or find the 

deepest, huskiest, beating pulse, with her voice and breath. She creates soundscapes from inhalation and 

exhalation, summoning powerful emotion from the smallest movement of lips, throat and lungs.

tanyatagaq.com
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York Theatre
639 Commercial Drive 

8:00 pm  (65 min, no intermission)

PuSh Conversations :  
Panel discussion presented with Tides Canada : 
February 1, 3:30 pm (see p. 33)

Tickets : $29
thecultch.com  |  604.251.1363

Additional service charges apply. 
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.
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(Beja, Portugal)  ← 

 António Zambujo
February 2

“In only four albums, he has established himself as the most beautiful male voice of fado today.”  Le Figaro

“… exquisite whisper of a concert… ”  New York Times

Portuguese fado singer, guitarist and composer António Zambujo has been pushing the boundaries of 

the genre since breaking into the international scene 10 years ago. His latest recording, Quinto (2012), 

firmly establishes Zambujo as a standout Portuguese artist with a repertoire of accomplished, poetic and 

introspective lyrics, sung with a melting tenor voice, delicate and nuanced. His style is faithful to the traditions 

of fado—the sense of longing bordering on the tragic—while taking the form further to connect the regional 

music with touches of Brazilian pop and even jazz in the spirit of Chet Baker. In a genre dominated by its 

powerful women, Zambujo is the male heir apparent to the beloved Amália Rodrigues, helping to usher 

Portugal’s treasured art form from its early 19th century beginnings into a new era.

antoniozambujo.com  |  capilanou.ca

Ph
o

to
: G

o
n

ca
lo

 F
. Sa

n
to

s
Ph

o
to

: G
o

n
ca

lo
 F

. Sa
n

to
s

BlueShore Financial Centre for the Performing Arts
Capilano University, 2055 Purcell Way, North Vancouver  

8:00 pm  (90 min, plus intermission)

Tickets : $32–35
capilanou.ca  |  604.990.7810

Additional service charges apply.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.
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Jewish Community Centre
of Greater Vancouver

31



Dirty Laundry Creations, 
Bachelor of Performing Arts Program (Vancouver, BC)  ← 

 A Presence 
 of Monster
January 30–February 1

vANCOUVER ART GALLERY  ← 

 FUSE
January 24

A Presence of Monster is a collective creation gestated in the minds and bellies of 22 

artists of diverse disciplines. The variety of their practices will seize your expectations 

and return them to you—harmed. The beast borne of this collective speaks and moves 

at will, and will walk (or crawl or fly) in front of (or behind) you as you watch or 

listen—or neither. 

A Presence of Monster will be funny or tragic—or not. You will laugh or cry—or not. 

And then you will tell your friends and lovers about what you did—or did not—see.

Dirty Laundry Creations is the second graduating class of the Bachelor of Performing 

Arts Program. They are an assortment of dancers, musicians, designers, actors, directors 

and filmmakers from across the country, soiled and thrown into a collective. Under 

veteran Vancouver artists Marguerite Witvoet and David Bloom, the emerging 

artists of Dirty Laundry Creations have broadened their views of performance and 

hope you’ll do the same. 

capilanou.ca/bpa 

“After a dozen years, the Vancouver Art Gallery’s adults-only events… keep reeling 

them in by the thousands… it’s a place to see and be seen—but also a place for 

art to be seen.”  Georgia Straight

On select Fridays, the Vancouver Art Gallery transforms into the place for art, music and 

live performance in the city. Since its inception in 2005, thousands of FUSE–goers have 

converged at the gallery for this unique event. Live performances in the gallery spaces, 

DJs and unexpected surprises have made FUSE Vancouver's favourite art party—a 

place to see some of the best in local performance art, theatre, contemporary dance 

and music. Embracing the outrageous, the adventurous and the hard-to-define, it’s 

fitting for the PuSh Festival and the Vancouver Art Gallery to join forces for a special 

edition of FUSE. It will be one unforgettable night of outstanding, boundary-pushing 

performance with international guests, including PuSh Assembly guests Forest Fringe 

(see p.40), Vancouver’s 605 Collective (see p.28) and many more.

vanartgallery.bc.ca

the roundhouse
181 roundhouse mews

8:00 pm  (JAN 30–FEB 1)
4:00 pm   (feb 1)

Tickets : $15
ticketstonight.ca  |  604.684.2787

Additional service charges apply to phone orders.
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

presented with

Vancouver Art Gallery
750 Hornby Street

8:00 pm–1:00 am

Tickets : $17.50 (+ applicable taxes) 
vancouverartgallery.bc.ca

Free for Vancouver Art Gallery members 
and PuSh Passholders.

presented with
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Immerse yourself in the ideas behind 
the work and join in the conversation 
with Festival artists, community experts 
and fellow audience members. PuSh 
Conversations are FREE.

Pre- & Post-Performance Talks 
Immediately before or after select performances (at the 
performance venue), join in an engaging discussion with 
artists. The Q&A sessions are moderated by local industry 
leaders and professionals.

The Pixelated Revolution, p. 12  ←
January 16, post-performance—Moderated by Glenn Alteen, 
program director of grunt gallery

Gob Squad’s Kitchen, p. 13  ←
January 17, post-performance—Moderated by Maiko Bae Yamamoto, 
artistic director of Theatre Replacement

Danse Lhasa Danse, p. 17  ←
January 18, pre-performance (7:15pm, Royal Bank Cinema at 
The Chan Centre)—Moderated by Yolaine Mottet, arts reporter 
for Radio-Canada

L.A. Party/An Evening with William Shatner Asterisk, p. 18  ←
January 22, post-performance—Moderated by Richard Wolfe, 
artistic director of Pi Theatre

The Dragonfly of Chicoutimi, p. 19  ←
January 23, post-performance—Moderated by Gilles Poulin-Denis, 
playwright and actor

Seeds, p. 20  ←
January 23, post-performance—Moderated by Peter Ladner, 
author of The Urban Food Revolution
January 24, post-performance—Moderated by Dr. B. Brett Finlay, 
professor in the Departments of Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biology, and Microbiology & Immunology at the University of 
British Columbia
January 26, post-performance—Moderated by Joel Bakan, author, 
filmmaker and professor of law at the University of British Columbia

Night, p. 21  ←
January 24, post-performance—Moderated by Margo Kane, managing 
and artistic director of Full Circle: First Nations Performance
January 25 (2pm), post-performance—Moderated by Dave Secord, 
director of strategic programs, Tides Canada Foundation
January 25 (8pm), post-performance—Moderated by Jamie Look, 
visual artist (Northwest Territories)  Presented with Tides Canada

A Brimful of Asha, p. 14  ←
January 28, post-performance—Moderated by Emelia Symington 
Fedy, artistic director of The Chop Theatre

Usually Beauty Fails, p. 23  ←
January 29, post-performance—Moderated by Delia Brett, artistic 
director of MACHiNENOiSY 

One, p. 24  ←
January 29, post-performance—Moderated by Kirsty Munro, 
managing director and tour producer of Neworld Theatre

Have I No Mouth, p. 25  ←
January 31, post-performance—Moderated by Marcus Youssef, 
artistic director of Neworld Theatre 

Inheritor Album, p. 28  ←
January 31, post-performance—Moderated by Rob Kitsos, 
choreographer and associate professor at Simon Fraser University 
School for the Contemporary Arts

Panel Discussions 
Discover, through in-depth dialogue between artists and 
academics, the concepts and issues surrounding the art, 
and how that translates into artists’ works. 

Nanook of the North, p. 29  ←
February 1 | 3:30–5:30pm | York Theatre
A panel discussion on the representation of Inuit life and culture 
on film. Moderated by Michelle Raheja, associate professor at the 
University of California, Riverside, with panelist Tanya Tagaq and 
invited guests. Presented with Tides Canada

E

newaesthetics.ca

AUGust 4-15, 2014

Brought to you by Theatre Replacement with our 
community partner the PuSh International Performing Arts 
Festival 
 
                  theatrereplacement.org

 
New Aesthetics is built by and for established artists 
interested in redefining their boundaries in performance 
and exploding personal practices. The curriculum includes 
day-time studio work, evening lectures and social events. 

Mariano Pensotti (ARG) (La Marea, 
El pasado es un animal grotesco) is 
an internationally renowned writer, 
theatre director and cross-disciplinary 
artist. For his latest work Cineastas at 
Kunstenfestivaldesarts he was described 
as a “virtuoso of filmic drama”.

One of the most enigmatic performance 
makers in the world, Toshiki Okada (JPN) 
(Five Days in March, Hot Pepper, Air 
Conditioner and The Farewell Speech) 
creates uniquely physical and text 
based explorations of a disintegrating 
and uncanny generation.

NEW AESTHETICS 
P E R FO R M A N C E  I N T E N S I V E 

W I T H  M A R I A N O  P E N S OT T I  +  T o s h i k i  O k a da UBC Theatre & Film

Film Studies

BA Major
BA Minor
MA Film Studies

theatrefilm.ubc.ca

Theatre

BA Theatre  
BFA Acting
BFA Design & 
Production  
MA
MFA Design 
MFA Directing
MFA Theatre/
Creative Writing
PhD

Film Production

BFA
Diploma
MFA
MFA Film/
Creative Writing

Sarah Roa in Hamletmachine, Photo by Nancii Bernard
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Club PuSh is all about cutting-edge performance 

in a less formal, less traditional space. Intimate 

and dynamic, Club PuSh features an amazing 

lineup of Marquee Acts alive with experimental 

spirit. It's the hub of the Festival, where you can 

meet up with friends to grab a drink and catch a 

startling performance.

On Friday nights, Marquee Acts are followed 

by Late Nights at Club PuSh. So why go home? 

Stay for another drink and another amazing 

performance experience starting at 10pm. Late 

Nights at Club PuSh feature live music, DJ sets 

and other surprises. See schedule and visit 

pushfestival.ca/clubpush for details of the 

Late Nights lineup.

Message from the Club PuSh Curators

Club PuSh turns five this year—half the age of the Festival itself. 

Maybe you know a five-year-old: energy and curiosity to burn; 

random access attitude; sassy, but still working hard for approval. 

There have been some amazing heights in the past four editions 

of the Club, from the opening splash with Taylor Mac, a first take 

on Craigslist Cantata, Daniel Barrow's exquisite live animations, 

three incarnations of Trampoline Hall, the thrill of Mary Margaret 

O'Hara, stellar First Nations work from Beat Nation and Red Diva 

Projects' The Road Forward, and Hawksley Workman's smash 

last year, The God That Comes. We’ve established a fine tradition 

and an ongoing taste for experiment. In 2014 the span of work 

is perhaps even wider ranging in terms of the sights, sounds and 

approaches to performance that thrive on the Club vibe. The Club 

PuSh vision is set out in the programming but the crowd is the 

source of the night’s energy, curiosity and attitude. The Club 

is the social heart of PuSh—where a passionate conversation 

between artists and audiences in a colourful atmosphere always 

makes for a great party.

Norman Armour

Tim Carlson

Veda Hille

Photo: Tim Matheson
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    ClubPuSh
Presented with   

 

Week  one

Thu, Jan 16	 8 pm	G ender Failure

Fri, Jan 17	 8 pm	G ender Failure

Fri, Jan 17	 10 pm 	L ate Nights at Club PuSh: Gord Grdina’s Haram

Sat, Jan 18	 7 pm	C oastal Sounds

Sat, Jan 18	 9:30 pm	C oastal Sounds

WEEK two

Thu, Jan 23	 8 pm	T etsuo: The Iron Man

Fri, Jan 24	 8 pm	T ucked & Plucked

Fri, Jan 24	 10 pm	L ate Nights at Club PuSh: DJ Jef Leppard with 

		I  solde N. Barron & Peach Cobblah

Sat, Jan 25	 8 pm	S wan Song (for Cats)

Sat, Jan 25	 10 pm	K rar Collective

Sun, Jan 26	 7 pm	R yeberg Live

WEEK three

Thu, Jan 30	 8 pm	H uff

Fri, Jan 31	 8 pm	H uff

Fri, Jan 31	 10 pm	L ate Nights at Club PuSh: PaperTrails

Sat, Feb 1	 8 pm	D uets for One/Myth & Infrastructure 

marquee acts details on following pages  →

venue

Performance Works
1218 Cartwright Street, 
Granville Island

Doors open one hour prior to 
performances. Open until 1am.

(19+)

Tickets

Club PuSh Marquee Acts
$20–29
ticketstonight.ca 
604.684.2787

Additional service charges apply 
to phone orders. 
Eligible on the PuSh Pass.

Late Nights at Club PuSh
$10 
pushfestival.ca 
604.605.8284 ext 200 
At the door

Free with same-night Marquee Act 
ticket and for PuSh Passholders.

Host a table at Club PuSh

Get star treatment for you and 

five friends. Experience Club 

PuSh in style at the best table in 

the house. A bottle of wine and 

hors d'oeuvres await you, along 

with dedicated table service all 

night. Host a table for $500 

(includes a $300 tax receipt). 

For more information or to host 

a table, contact : 

Development Manager 

Jocelyn Macdougall 

604.605.8284 ext 202

jocelyn@pushfestival.ca
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Ivan Coyote & Rae Spoon

Gender Failure
January 16–17  |  8 pm |  $29

Writer and storyteller Ivan Coyote and musician Rae Spoon bring together words, sounds and 

original music to explore and expose their failed attempts at fitting into the gender binary, 

and ultimately, how the gender binary fails us all. Equal parts hilarious and heartbreaking, 

Coyote brings her razor-sharp timing and powerful narrative, and Spoon adds an ethereal 

voice and poetic turns of phrase to this new chapter in the dynamic duo’s now seven-year-

old artistic partnership. photo: JJ Levine

Zee Zee Theatre

Tucked & Plucked: 
Vancouver’s Drag Herstory Live Onstage
January 24  |  8 pm  |  $25   

PuSh Passholders Appreciation Night - Get a free ticket. Details at pushfestival.ca.

Ever wondered where drag queens came from? Tucked and Plucked unearths the history 

of the drag movement in Vancouver. Following the rise of drag culture alongside—and 

often directly impacting—the queer rights movement, this glamorous and outrageous 

talk show explores the effect these audacious individuals have had on social and political 

change. Co-hosted by real-life drag husbands The Queen of East Van Isolde N. Barron and 

The Baddest Bitch Peach Cobblah, and featuring special guests from Vancouver’s drag 

community, Tucked and Plucked is provocative, hugely funny, upbeat, festive and strangely 

thought-provoking. Photo: Tina Krueger Kulic

Norma

Swan Song (for Cats) 
January 25  |  8 pm  |  $25  

Vancouver performance art collective Norma teams up with Veda Hille to bring you an evening 
of cat-themed song, spectacle and memory. The swan song—that tearjerker immediately 
preceding a character’s death or retirement—is here extended to epic lengths, as Norma 
(fittingly) performs their last. All we can promise are incredibly gaudy costumes, a choir, a 
unitard, a dance routine, a thousand cats, a light show and some sweet, sweet song. Veda 
Hille rounds out the night with her take on a selection of cat-themed tunes from your 
favourite Canadian artists. Expect special guests. Photo: Elaine Miller

Coastal Sound Youth Choir with Woodpigeon

Coastal Sounds
January 18  |  7pm (all ages) & 9:30pm (19+)  |  $25 ($6.50 for children 16 and under)

Not your average youth choir, Coastal Sound Youth Choir takes a creative and unique 

approach to choral music. With members ages 15 to 22, the group was the 2013 winner 

and 2011 finalist in the National Competition for Amateur Choirs, the 2011 and 2012 most 

outstanding choir at the National Music Festival, and represented Canada at the 2013 

Chorus America conference. For their performance at Club PuSh, they perform with ultra-

hip Woodpigeon (a.k.a. Calgarian Mark Andrew Hamilton), who the Edmonton Journal has 

praised for his “heart melting melodies… that will swell you with warmth and with love.” 

The choir and Woodpigeon will perform a mix of indie rock, classical, avant-garde choral 

music, and a joint set of original Woodpigeon songs. photo: Coastal Sound Youth Choir

Eye of Newt Ensemble

Tetsuo: The Iron Man
January 23  |  8 pm  |  $25

Led by composer/violist/musical mad scientist Stefan Smulovitz and featuring some of 

Vancouver’s finest contemporary musicians, the Eye of Newt Ensemble accompanies a 

screening of the ’80s cult classic cyberpunk film, Tetsuo: The Iron Man by Japanese director 

Shinya Tsukamoto, with an experimental soundscape drawn from Japanese noise and 

electronics. This extravagant performance at Club PuSh is unlike anything Eye of Newt 

has done before. Widely known for remixing and rebooting soundtracks to classic films at 

their legendary Silent Summer Nights blow-outs, Eye of Newt has previously collaborated 

with the PuSh Festival on The Passion of Joan of Arc, The General, Dreams, Beauty and the 

Beast, and Go West. Photo: Jonathan Dy
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An Evening with

Krar Collective
January 25  |  10 pm |  $20   

Tickets: capilanou.ca  |  604.990.7810  |  Additional service charges apply.

Amping up the ancient to create rousing and soulful blues, Ethiopian power trio Krar 

Collective elevates the sounds of the traditional krar, a six-string lyre. The group features 

krar-master Temesegen Zeleke, with the exuberant, soaring vocals of Genet Assefa and 

Amare on kebero tom drums. An explosive talent, Zeleke was mentored by legendary 

Ethio-jazzman Mulatu Astatke. The group has been lauded for performing rock-inspired 

songs imbued with a powerful and hypnotic groove.  Photo: Jacob Crawford

Ryeberg Curated Video

Ryeberg Live
January 26  |  7 pm |  $25   

Since 2009 ryeberg.com has been publishing online essays that take a very modern form, 

accentuated and punctuated by carefully selected online videos. These essays broach subjects 

as varied as literature, movies, Internet culture, celebrity, sex, sports, illness, self-image and 

death. Ryeberg Live, a huge hit at Club PuSh last year, is what happens when ryeberg.com 

goes offline and on stage. Hosted by Ryeberg editor-in-chief Erik Rutherford, guest speakers 

give short talks, accompanied by their favourite YouTube videos.  In this edition, speakers 

include award-winning authors Lee Henderson and Zsuzsi Gartner, artist Vjeko Sager and 

multimedia cool kid Sammy Chien.  Photo: courtesy of Ryeberg Curated Video

Theatre Conspiracy 

 Duets for One  
Miwa Matreyek

Myth & Infrastructure
February 1  |  8 pm |  $29   

Vancouver multi-disciplinary performer Tanya Marquardt moved to New York City three 

years ago to be alone and write Stray, her memoir about her years as a teen runaway. 

Created with co-performer Tim Carlson and director Mallory Catlett, Duets for One adapts 

scenes from Stray into a cabaret-style montage-alogue, integrating the influence of New 

York underground culture with the duet song form.  Photo: Mallory Catlett

In Myth and Infrastructure L.A.’s Miwa Matreyek steps behind the video screen to enter 

as a shadow into a world of her own animation. Traversing oceanscapes and cityscapes, 

she discovers magical worlds conjured with her fingertips. Matreyek’s performance is 

a cinematic experience produced by multiple layers of animations and her own body, 

rhythmically building a narrative. Her work explores how animation transforms when it 

is combined with body and space (and vice versa) at the intersection of film and theatre, 

illusion and construction.  Photo: Gayle Laird

Cardinal/Kantor Productions

Huff
January 30–31  |  8 pm |  $29   

“It reaches inside and grabs you so hard that you forget it's make-believe. It makes you 

rethink what you thought you knew. It leaves you transformed. [Five stars]” – CBC 

Wrought with dark humour and vivid imagery, Huff weaves a violent, spellbinding tale. 

Modern pace mixes with First Nations’ myth and biting stand-up; video games and trickster 

collide to conjure a heartbreaking, yet hopeful, search for love in Huff. Under innovative 

direction of Karin Randoja, and enmeshed in the stunning design by Elizabeth Kantor, 

playwright and performer Cliff Cardinal takes the audience on an unforgettable journey.

 Photo: courtesy of Cardinal/Kantor Productions

    ClubPuShsee Details on previous pages  ←

presented with 

supported by

Consulate of the united states
Vancouver, Canada
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MARCH 7 – 29, 2014 FEATURING: Israel Galván, Par B.L.eux, Montreal 
Danse, Kokoro Dance, Yui Kawaguchi & Aki 
Takase, Modus Operandi, Dancers Dancing,  
10 Gates Dancing, Michael Sakamoto & Rennie 
Harris, 605 Collective, Guangdong Modern  
Dance Company with Goh Ballet.

Dance Performances at: THE ROUNDHOUSE  
and VANCOUVER PLAYHOUSE

Info & Box Office: 604.662.4966 | VIDF.CA Photo of Par B.L.Eux by Christine Rose Divito   

VO-Giovanni Push 1-2 page NEW.indd   1 13-09-30   4:43 PM
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To complement the live performances, 

a series of films are offered to the 

die-hard PuSh fan wishing for the 

full Festival experience.

Free films screened at the Goldcorp 

Centre for the Arts presented 

with SFU’s Vancity Office of 

Community Engagement.

Director: Andy Warhol

Kitchen
January 16  |  5:30 pm |  66 min  |  FREE

Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, SFU’s Goldcorp Centre for 
the Arts | 149 West Hastings Street

Andy Warhol’s experimental films and pleasure-seeking 

persona led the pop culture charge of the 1960s. Filmed in 

a cramped kitchen, and starring the nubile Edie Sedgwick, 

Kitchen is a seemingly scriptless and directionless film, but 

one that offers a pointed look into the mindset of a generation. 

Norman Mailer said, “… a hundred years from now people will 

look at Kitchen and say, 'Yes, that is the way it was in the late 

Fifties, early Sixties in America. That's why they had the war 

in Vietnam. That's why the rivers were getting polluted. That's 

why there was typological glut. That's why the horror came 

down. That's why the plague was on its way.' Kitchen shows 

that better than any other work of that time.”   

→  Paired with Gob Squad’s Kitchen, see p. 13

Photo: David Baltzer

Interludes : 
Aurélien Froment
January 20  |  7:30 pm |  90 min  
$9–11 (plus $3 Cinematheque membership)

The Cinematheque | 1131 Howe Street

To complement his first Canadian solo exhibition—at the 

Contemporary Art Gallery—DIM Cinema, an ongoing artist-

film series at The Cinematheque, presents a selection of 

videos by the French artist Aurélien Froment. Often using 

the format of instructional videos, Froment examines the 

semantic power of images and their elusive relationship to 

words. Viewers will learn more about the production of paper, 

the life cycle of medusae, the ergonomics of sitting, the tying 

of knots, the palace of memory, the invention of kindergarten, 

among other topics, than they ever thought possible in the 

space of 90 minutes. Each one of these analytical, self-reflexive 

studies will have worked in its own way as a reminder that 

interpretation is subjective, meaning is never fixed, and what 

one sees is not what others see.  

Presented with Contemporary Art Gallery, in association with The 
Cinematheque. Photo: Aurélien Froment, still from Pulmo Marina (2010). Courtesy 
of the artist & Marcelle Alix, Paris.

Director: Zacharias Kunuk 

Atanarjuat : 
The Fast Runner
January 30  |  5:30 pm |  160 min  | FREE

Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, SFU’s Goldcorp Centre for 
the Arts | 149 West Hastings Street

Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner is Canada's first feature-length 
fiction film written, produced, directed and acted by Inuit. An 
exciting action thriller set in ancient Igloolik, a small island 
in the Canadian Arctic, the film unfolds as a life-threatening 
struggle between powerful natural and supernatural characters. 
For countless generations, Igloolik elders have kept the legend 
of Atanarjuat alive to teach young Inuit the danger of setting 
personal desire above the needs of the group. Atanarjuat: The 
Fast Runner gives audiences a more authentic view of Inuit 
culture and oral tradition than ever before, from the inside 
and through Inuit eyes. The film is part of the continuous oral 
history carried forward into the new millennium through 
the marriage of Inuit storytelling skills and new technology.   

→   Paired with Nanook of the North, see p. 29

Photo: Courtesy of Isuma Productions

Director: Carlos Saura

Fados
January 31  |  5:30 pm |  90 min  |  FREE

Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, SFU’s Goldcorp Centre for 
the Arts | 149 West Hastings Street

Fados is the third film in the musical trilogy of award-winning 

Carlos Saura. Using Lisbon as a backdrop, he explores Portugal’s 

most emblematic musical genre (fado) and its haunting spirit 

of saudade (melancholy). Tracing its African and Brazilian 

origins up to the new wave of modern faudistas, he ingeniously 

deploys mirrors, back projections, lighting effects and lush 

colors to frame each song, ranging from a campfire ringed 

by sinuous dancers to a balletic catfight between two jealous 

women to a thrilling desgarrada (musical duel) in a fado 

café. The result is a ravishing fusion of cinema, song, dance 

and instrumental numbers. Fados conveys a grand vision of 

music’s power to break down boundaries: between Spain 

and Portugal, Old World and New, white and black, young 

and old, rich and poor, a celebration of fado as world music 

in the fullest sense of the term.   

→   Paired with António Zambujo, see p. 30

Photo: Zeitgeist Films

Songs at the End 
of the World :
Wunderbaum 
January 17  |  5:30 pm |  90 min  |  By donation

Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, SFU’s Goldcorp Centre for 
the Arts | 149 West Hastings Street

Wunderbaum, a Dutch-Flemish group of actors and musicians 
performs a high-energy concert spectacle about dreams, 
choices and possibilities set in Antarctica. “Antarctica is the 
last place where you may drop down, when you shake the 
earth and can’t stay put anywhere else.” Inspired by this 
quote from the documentary Encounters At the End of the 
World by German filmmaker Werner Herzog, the performers 
have rewritten stories from their lives based on childhood 
photographs about love and wandering. Operating primarily 
out of Rotterdam, Wunderbaum focuses on the examination 
of sub-culture in today’s society and have explored themes 
such as reliance on social security, would-be religious fanatics, 
romantics with a great urge for self-sacrifice and boozed-up 
British football supporters. 
presented with Theatre Replacement as part of their ongoing ScreenTime 
series, in association with OntheBoards.TV.  Photo: Fred Debrock

    PuSh 
          FILM SERIES ←
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The PuSh Assembly is an open invitation to industry insiders and 

arts aficionados alike to gather together in convivial settings 

to share best practices, ideas and perspectives. It’s the perfect 

social setting to connect with colleagues from across Canada 

and around the world, hosted by PuSh Associate Curator Joyce 

Rosario.

Performing arts milieus are in constant change and regeneration. Throughout the PuSh 
Assembly’s five-year history, our aim has been to reflect upon industry trends, take an 
expansive vision of ‘practice,’ and foster a sense of community through dialogue amongst 
local and international practitioners—whether artists, producers or presenters; emerging, 
mid-career or established.

The 2014 Assembly draws on the participation of visiting and local artists and curators, 
including residencies of two UK-based artists/curators (Andy Field and Deborah Pearson 
of Edinburgh’s renowned Forest Fringe), as well as a suite of activities centered around the 
performing and visual arts practices of two “crossover” artists Tim Etchells and Rabih Mroué.

PuSh Assembly events take place throughout the three weeks of the Festival. All Assembly 
events are free, with the exception of workshops (Fantasy Interventions and Desire Lines).

Full details at pushfestival.ca/assembly  ←

Presented by 		          	 Supported by

Registration & Booking
To attend PuSh Assembly events, you must first register online at pushfestival.ca/assembly.

Once registered, you can book your desired event(s) online with your Assembly Pass number 

(different than the PuSh Pass number). Registration is free and open to the public. Register 

and book early—capacity at some events is limited.

DATE	 TIME	E VENT

Fri, Jan 17	 9:30–11am 	 Breakfast Series: Rabih Mroué 

	 10am–6pm 	W orkshop: Fantasy Interventions, Day 1

	 2:30–4:30pm	C ase Study: Gob Squad Arts Collective

Sat, Jan 18	 10am–6pm 	W orkshop: Fantasy Interventions, Day 2

Sun, Jan 19	 10am–6pm 	W orkshop: Fantasy Interventions, Day 3

Mon, Jan 20	 7pm 	 Performance: Sight Is the Sense That 

		D  ying People Tend to Lose First

Tue, Jan 21	 4:30pm 	K eynote: Tim Etchells 

Fri, Jan 24	 9:30–11am 	 Breakfast Series: Phil Soltanoff 

	 2:30–4:30pm 	C ase Study: Théâtre PÀP 

Sat, Jan 25	 10am–5pm	W orkshop: Desire Lines, Day 1

	 11am–12:30pm	 Public Talk: Into New Territory

Sun, Jan 26	 10am–5pm	W orkshop: Desire Lines, Day 2

Thu, Jan 30	 5pm	N etworking: Cocktail Hour with PushOFF

Fri, Jan 31	 9:30–11am	 Breakfast Series: Feidlim Cannon & Ravi Jain

	 2:30–4:30pm	C ase Study: Brokentalkers

Sat, Feb 1	 3–6pm	R oundtable: Artists/Curators

Sun, Feb 2	 11am	 Networking: Assembly Brunch

PERFORMANCE
Sight Is The Sense That Dying People Tend To Lose First
Tim Etchells

January 20  |  7pm  |  By donation

The Fox Cabaret  |  2321 Main Street

Sight Is The Sense that Dying People Tend to Lose First, written and directed by Tim Etchells 

(The Quiet Volume, p. 16), is a long free-associating monologue that tumbles from topic to 

topic to create a vast, failing iteration and explanation of the world. Comical in its apparent 

naivety and preposterously encyclopedic in scope, the piece explores the absurdity and horror 

of consciousness as it tries and fails to seize and define everything that it encounters. Performed 

by Jim Fletcher, legendary New York actor best known for his work with Richard Maxwell’s New 

York City Players and Elevator Repair Service’s Gatz, the monumental, word-for-word, nearly 

seven-hour staging of Fitzgerald's prose masterwork. 

Join us post-performance for a drink and a conversation with Jim Fletcher and Tim Etchells, 

hosted by Norman Armour, in the newly renovated Fox Cabaret.  

presented with Contemporary Art Gallery

KEYNOTE
Tim Etchells
January 21  |  4:30pm  |  FREE

Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, SFU's Goldcorp Centre for the Arts  |  149 West Hastings Street

PuSh has a long-standing interest in the work of Tim Etchells, mainly through presentations of 

his theatre-based work as artistic director of Forced Entertainment (Exquisite Pain, Quizoola) 

but also through his collaborations with other artists (That Night Follows Day with CAMPO, 

The Quiet Volume with Ant Hampton, p. 16). As a PuSh 2014 artist-in-residence, we join forces 

with our counterparts in the visual arts to embrace the full scope of his interests (see p. 42 for 

full listing of residency activities). Whether on stage or off, Etchells is “concerned with liveness 

and presence, with the unfolding of events in time and place... At the centre of many of the 

projects there is a fascination with rules and systems in language and in culture, on the way 

these systems are both productive and constraining.”  Presented with Contemporary Art Gallery

BREAKFAST SERIES
January 17, 24, 31  |  9:30–11am  |  Free (Assembly registration & booking required)

The Quality Hotel–Inn at False Creek Restaurant  |  1335 Howe Street

Light breakfast provided.

Lively and fast-paced conversations hosted by local artists to introduce perspectives and 

practices of international artists in the Festival. Discussions tackle subjects that range from 

the use of technology in social and political upheaval, to new genre storytelling and inter-

generational dynamics. 

→  Jan 17 :  Rabih Mroué, creator/performer (The Pixelated Revolution, p. 12); moderated by 

Anita Rochon, artistic director of The Chop Theatre

→ Jan 24 :  Phil Soltanoff, creator/performer (L.A. Party/An Evening with William Shatner Asterisk, 

p. 18); moderated by Malcolm Levy, director of New Forms Festival

→ Jan 31 :  Feidlim Cannon, creator/performer (Have I No Mouth, p. 25) & Ravi Jain, creator/performer 

(A Brimful of Asha, p. 14); moderated by Marcus Youssef, artistic director of Neworld Theatre

CASE STUDIES
January 17, 24, 31  |  2:30–4:30pm  |  FREE

SFU's Goldcorp Centre for the Arts  | 149 West Hastings Street 

Join us for a series of interactive discussions with visiting artists about aesthetics, artistic 

process, what drives their work and the context in which each company operates. Each case 

study is hosted and moderated by a faculty member of SFU's School for the Contemporary Arts.

→ Jan 17 :  Gob Squad Arts Collective  (Super Night Shot, p. 11 & Gob Squad’s Kitchen, p. 13)

→ Jan 24 :  Théâtre PÀP  (The Dragonfly of Chicoutimi, p. 19)

→ Jan 31 :  Brokentalkers  (Have I No Mouth, p. 25) 

Presented with SFU'S School for the Contemporary Arts

    PuSh assembly ←
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PUBLIC TALK
Into New Territory
January 25  |  11am–12:30pm  |  FREE	

Roundhouse Community Arts & Recreation Centre  |  181 Roundhouse Mews

A panel discussion mapping the changing landscape of producing and presenting Aboriginal 

performing arts in Canada. Join leading Aboriginal artists and some of Canada’s key presenters 

and producers for a consideration of some new inroads for Aboriginal performing artists, and 

how producing and touring organizations can work together to foster best practices in the 

face of change.  Presented with Full Circle: first nations Performance, Indigenous Performing 

Arts Alliance and Touchstone Theatre

ROUNDTABLE
Artists / Curators
Andy Field & Deborah Pearson , with local guests

February 1  |  3–6pm  |  FREE (Assembly registration & booking required)

Performance Works  |  1218 Cartwright Street, Granville Island

Forest Fringe is a UK artist-led organization, co-directed by Andy Field and Deborah Pearson, 

supporting the work of a diverse community of writers, theatre makers, musicians, dancers 

and live artists. Started in 2007 as an alternative, artist-driven platform amidst the Edinburgh 

Fringe Festival, Forest Fringe has used its adventurous and award-winning programs to explore 

what a festival is and what it could be. What is the relationship to art-making and curation? 

How has the growth and development of artist-driven networks over the past decade changed 

performing arts infrastructures for dissemination? What if we committed to developing, rather 

than performing, work? In this discussion, panelists contend with these questions while 

musing about the future.

NETWORKING
Cocktail Hour with PushOFF
January 30  |  5pm  |  FREE (Assembly registration & booking required)

Performance Works  |  1218 Cartwright Street, Granville Island

The artists and producers behind PushOFF, along with visiting presenters and other participants 

of the PuSh Assembly gather for an informal meet-and-greet. PushOFF is an independent, 

curated platform of tour-ready works and projects in development by Canadian artists. PushOFF 

occurs the afternoons of January 30 and 31 at Progress Lab (1422 William Street). Co-produced 

by Theatre Replacement and New Works. For full details, visit theatrereplacement.org/pushoff

Assembly Brunch
February 2 | 11am  |  FREE (Assembly registration & booking required)

The Quality Hotel–Inn at False Creek Restaurant  |  1335 Howe Street

Brunch buffet provided.

On the last day of the Festival, join fellow Assembly participants, guest artists and presenters 

for a farewell brunch. Get your fill of eggs and art.

WORKSHOPs
Fantasy Interventions: Writing for Site-Specific Performance
with Ant Hampton

January 17–19  |  10am–6pm  |  $90

Boca del Lupo's Micro Performance Studio  |  1405 Anderson Street, Granville Island

Admission by application only. Bursaries available. Contact PuSh Associate Curator Joyce Rosario 

at joyce@pushfestival.ca, 604.605.8284 ext 103.

A workshop, led by UK artist Ant Hampton (The Quiet Volume, p. 16), on imagination and 

writing for site-specific theatre/live urban interventions. For practitioners from a wide variety 

of backgrounds—theatre artists, as well as choreographers, stage-designers, architects, poets 

and writers of many kinds—the workshop involves walks in the city, discussion, film and 

photography. The workshop is an exploratory three days culminating in a series of on-location 

presentations via headphones.  Presented with Boca del Lupo

Desire Lines: What Being Artists Has Taught Us About Being Curators
with Andy Field & Deborah Pearson  

January 25–26 | 10am–5pm  |  $50

Vancouver Art Gallery  |  750 Hornby Street

Admission by application only. Bursaries available. Contact PuSh Associate Curator Joyce Rosario 

at joyce@pushfestival.ca, 604.605.8284 ext 103.

In this workshop participants will work together to create their own imaginary performance 

festivals for various gallery spaces throughout Vancouver. To do so, the group will begin by 

looking at the space like artists, thinking in ways that are nimble, resourceful and imaginative; 

that begin not with ownership or occupation, but with collaboration and ephemerality. 

Participants will think about the relationship between art-making and art curation, and 

how one might inform the other. Led by Andy Field and Deborah Pearson, co-directors of 

Forest Fringe, participants will learn about recent UK practices including curatorial projects 

created in museums, pubs and even forests. 

Photo (page): Empty Spaces, Tim Etchells & Hugo Glendinning. Photos (inset): Tim Etchells, courtesy 
of the artist; Ant Hampton, courtesy of the artist; Forest Fringe, Jemma Yong

Ant Hampton: Fantasy Interventions Tim Etchells: Performance & Keynote 

Forest Fringe: Desire Lines
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The 2014 PuSh Artists-in-Residence Program focuses on the work of two distinguished and highly acclaimed artists. Each has 

a body of work that not only pushes boundaries of performance practice but also extends across multiple disciplines and 

mediums. Encounter their work throughout the Festival and across Vancouver—on stage, in galleries and online.

Tim Etchells
Tim Etchells is a UK-based artist, whose company, Forced Entertainment, has been 
hugely impactful on the development of a uniquely British style of avant-garde 
performance. Etchells' work includes authoring several books, visual art, video, 
photography and text. His performance projects include collaborations with an 
ever-expanding group of artists from around the world.

Exhibition :  Who Knows, January 24–June 1 at Contemporary Art Gallery

Opening: January 23, 7pm 

Performance :  The Quiet Volume, p.16

Performance :  Sight Is the Sense That Dying People Tend to Lose First, p. 40

Keynote address :  PuSh Assembly, p. 40

Presented with 

Rabih Mroué
Rabih Mroué is a Lebanese stage and film actor, playwright and visual artist. He is 
regarded as a central figure in the contemporary scene of post-civil war Beirut. His 
work combines the worlds of theatre, performance art and installation, with narrative 
fact and fiction. Currently, Mroué is artist-in-residence at the International Research 
Centre at Freie Universität in Berlin.

exhibition :  Nothing to Lose, January 10–February 8 at the grunt gallery 

Opening :  January 10, 7 pm

Workshop : january 11

Artist talk :  January 18, 2pm 

Performance & post-performance talk :  The Pixelated Revolution, p. 12

Breakfast series :  PuSh Assembly, p. 40
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GRACE
SYMMETRY

WITH TURNING POINT ENSEMBLE
CHOREOGRAPHY

KEVIN O’DAY
MEDHI WALERSKI
WEN WEI WANG

FEBRUARY 20-22, 2014

UN/A
CHOREOGRAPHY

GIOCONDA BARBUTO
GUSTAVO RAMIREZ SANSANO

CAYETANO SOTO

APRIL 24-26, 2014

DANCER RACHEL MEYER. PHOTO MICHAEL SLOBODIAN.

QUEEN ELIZABETH THEATRE | BALLETBC.COM | TICKETMASTER.CA

JOIN THE BALLET BC E-LIST: 

balletbc.com 
PLATINUM SEASON SPONSOR HOTEL SPONSOR SUPPORT FOR BALLET BC HAS BEEN GENEROUSLY PROVIDED BYMEDIA SPONSORS

BALLET BC
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So Many Ways to Cross the   
 Line. So Many Ways to Be a 
 Part of PuSh.
Donate  ↓
Join the PuSh Patrons Circle, a community of people who have spoken up for the 

value of contemporary performing arts in Vancouver. Help ensure that diverse 

and groundbreaking international, national and local performing arts continue 

to take their rightful place in this city every January. Please consider crossing the 

line by making a monthly or one-time donation to the PuSh Festival. 

For more information or to donate online, visit pushfestival.ca/donate.

Or, contact Development Manager Jocelyn Macdougall at 604.605.8284 ext 202, 

jocelyn@pushfestival.ca.

Volunteer  ↓
Thank you to the enthusiastic volunteers who join the PuSh Festival family 

each year to help roll out the many activities and events! Volunteers play a vital 

role in every facet of the Festival. From November to February, PuSh has many 

opportunities for people with a range of skills, passions and schedules. Volunteer 

for the PuSh Festival, and in return we reward you with gratitude, tickets, new 

friends and experiences.

For more information about volunteering, visit pushfestival.ca/volunteer.

Or, contact Volunteer Coordinator Alba Calvo at volunteer@pushfestival.ca.

Connect  ↓
Connect with the PuSh Festival online to get the latest news, artist interviews, 

ticket discounts and other special promotions, behind-the-scenes access and so 

much more. Then spread the word to your friends and family. Share your Festival 

thoughts, tweets, posts and photos to join the conversation. Don’t forget to tag 

us: @pushfestival, #pushfest.

            facebook.com/pushfestival   ←

            twitter.com/pushfestival    ←

            youtube.com/pushfestival    ←

            instagram.com/pushfestival   ←

            pushfestival.ca/blog    ←
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In its 10th anniversary year, PuSh launches its new Youth Program 
for 16- to 24-year olds. To nurture the budding dance, theatre and music enthusiasts 
of Vancouver—from the cautiously curious to emerging pre-professionals—the PuSh Festival 
has created a program that ushers young people through the rich world of performing arts 
by making it accessible, engaging and entertaining. 

push Passport: See up to six PuSh performances for only $5 each with a PuSh Passport! 
There are a limited number of Passports, so be sure to pre-register for yours for free at 
pushfestival.ca/youth.

Push Academy: Attend PuSh shows with a select group of fellow performing arts lovers. 
For the curious and inquisitive, the Academy—led by Youth Program Coordinator, Vancouver 
playwright and performer Dave Deveau—will help you gain a deeper understanding of the 
performing arts and of the shows you’ve experienced. 

Youth Volunteers: Make a profound impact in the Vancouver arts community by becoming 
a volunteer. Gain invaluable work experience and make lifetime connections through youth-
oriented volunteer opportunities.

Young Ambassadors: Are you considering a life in the arts? Explore this exciting career 
path by working behind the scenes with the Festival’s visiting industry professionals, from 
technicians and artists to curators and administrators. Young Ambassadors is designed for 
post-secondary students and recent graduates.

For full details and registration, visit pushfestival.ca/youth. 
Or, contact Youth Program Coordinator Dave Deveau at youth@pushfestival.ca. 

At the core of the PuSh Festival’s values are engagement, 
inclusivity and accessibility—transformative performing 
arts experiences provided to as many and varied audiences 
as possible. Through our Festival performances and outreach programs, we aim 
to connect with members of various communities across the Lower Mainland, be they 
self-identified groups of like-minded individuals or those with a vested interest in the 
themes and issues of the work. Here are some of the initiatives we’ve developed to invite 
people to participate in PuSh, for free or at reduced ticket prices.

VocalEye Described Audio and ASL Interpretation
Specialized services available during certain PuSh performances for patrons who are 
blind, partially sighted, deaf and hard of hearing. 

Indigenous Community Engagement
Free tickets for indigenous community groups to attend the Festival, including a 
series of contemporary indigenous works.

Community Ticketing
Free tickets to attend select PuSh performances for populations served by social 
service organizations, who may not otherwise be able to attend.

For more information or to book tickets for 
your group, visit pushfestival.ca/access.
Or, contact Accessible PuSh Coordinator Jenn Upham 
at 604.605.8284 EXT 204, access@pushfestival.ca.

Chutzpah! Festival, the Firehall Arts Centre &
Touchstone Theatre present

The Stratford Festival
smash hit production

A new play by
Alon Nashman and Paul Thompson

February 25 to March 1

TICKETS 604-689-0926

Firehallartscentre.ca
“ A stunning tour-de-force

Reorients our perception of
where the magic really
comes from

“

”

”

Beat Magazine

New York Times
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PuSh youth program  ← accessible PuSh ← 
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Box Office: 604.990.7810    •    Online: capilanou.ca

2055 purcell way, north vancouver

BlueShore Financial  
CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Antonió ZAmbujo • FEb. 2/14
Standout Portuguese fado artist.  
Tickets: $35/$32 

PAt mEthEny unity GrouP • mAr. 3/14
Vogue TheaTre
Winner of 20 Grammy Awards.  
Tickets: $57/$54

hAbib KoitE • FEb. 7/14 
Kay MeeK CenTre
From Mali, one of Africa’s most popular exports. 
Tickets: $39/$36/$25

márcio FArAco • mAr. 8/14
Brazilian singer/songwriter with pianist Philippe 
Baden Powell. Tickets: $32/$29 

1 • Capilano uniVerSiTy

January 17 to March 1, 2014
Unit/Pitt Projects  |  236 East Pender Street, Vancouver

performances Thursdays | 11:30pm - 12:30 am  |  Witching hour solos 
 (viewable from the street through live projections on windows)

 Fridays | 10pm - midnight  |  Bob’s Salon 
 (interactive art salon for the curious imbiber, featuring guest artists)

 Saturdays | 12 - 5 pm  |  Guided improvised tours of the 
 city by six performers, based on Bose and McIntosh’s 
 stories and maps. (first come, first tour)

considering this body, this place
and Unit/Pitt Projects present

Walking ProJecTS: 
“Vancouver, crawling, weeping, betting”

batteryopera.combatteryopera.com

2013-2014 season
Global Dance Connections series
Contemporary dance from Vancouver, the USA and Europe

Discover Dance! series
Noon hour series. Hip hop, flamenco, Ukrainian and more

Subscribe now! thedancecentre.ca
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Global Dance ConnectionsDiscover Dance! Dance In Vancouver
MEDIA SPONSORS

PRESENTATION PARTNERS

CHARLES EDENSHAW
Charles Edenshaw (a�r.), Plate, c. 1885 (detail), argillite, Sea�le Art Museum, Gi� of John H. Hauberg, 91.1.127, Photo: Paul Macapia

  26 OCT 2013 to
2 FEB 2014

Visionary Partner:

David Aisenstat
Additional support from: 

Donald Ellis
The McLean Foundation

Media Sponsor: 

Presenting Sponsor: Generously Supported by:

A compelling exhibition of historic Haida art, with more than 200 pieces by
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PuSh promotions  ←
Hotel & Free Tickets  ← 
Are you an out-of-towner visiting our glorious city? Or are you a weathered local 

looking to fall in love with Vancouver all over again? Let PuSh and beVancouver.com 

help. Book a room at a hotel in the heart of the city and enjoy a PuSh Festival performance 

on us. When you book a hotel night through our partners at beVancouver.com,

you’ll receive the best rates and two free tickets to a PuSh performance (valued 

up to $75).

Select your preferred performance for free tickets: 

Gob Squad’s Kitchen  (p. 13)

A Brimful of Asha  (p. 14)

Seeds  (p. 20)

Have I No Mouth  (p. 25)

Then choose from over 30 three- to five-star hotels in downtown Vancouver.

For more information, or to book your hotel and free tickets, visit 

pushfestival.ca/hoteloffer or beVancouver.com. 

Dine Out Vancouver & PuSh  ← 
The PuSh Festival partners with Dine Out Vancouver for the perennial favourite Act 

1: Eat 1—a pairing of the performing arts with the culinary arts. Act 1: Eat 1 is an 

unforgettable evening of communal dining at a participating Dine Out restaurant 

followed by a PuSh Festival performance (at a reduced ticket price). You’ll be joined 

by PuSh artists, insiders and fellow audience members to experience the Festival as 

an intimate group of adventure-seekers. Tickets are very limited, so book yours today.

Salt Tasting Room  (Gastown) 

paired with Gob Squad’s Kitchen  (p. 13): January 16

Bitter Restaurant  (Gastown) 

paired with L.A. Party/An Evening with William Shatner Asterisk  (p. 18): January 22

Bridges Restaurant  (Granville Island) 

paired with Have I No Mouth  (p. 25): January 30

For more information, or to book your tickets, visit pushfestival.ca/dineout 

or dineoutvancouver.com.
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. . . i n  M U S I C
G o  a h e a d .  G e t  s k i l l e d . VCC.CA

6 0 4 . 8 7 1.7 0 0 0

Learn from award-winning artists.

Nurture your creativity.

Play and perform with other  
talented musicians.

CO_COMA_0066_PuShFest_7x2_Oct2013.indd 
7.25” x 2.69”   Oct. 2013  MUSIC - PuSh Festival

Tara Cheyenne Dance
Porno Death Cult

March 5-8

Peggy Baker Dance
coalesce & armour

TJ Dawe
Medicine

Bruce McCulloch
Young Drunk Punk

Sean Devine
Re:Union

Alon Nashman
Hirsch

Chelsea Hotel
the Songs of Leonard Cohen

firehallartscentre.ca | 604-689-0926

THEATRE  DANCE  MUSIC
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Tickets on sale now at shadboltcentre.com
LLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOVVVVVVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

OOOOOOOOOOVVVVVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
FFaalll iiinnn lllooovvee

......aaallllll  ooovvvvvveeeeeeerrrrrrr   aaaaagggaaaaiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnn
wwwiiiittttthhhhh  ttttthhhheeee ‘‘‘‘BBBBBoooolllltttt   

LOLOLOLOOOLOL VEVEVEVEVEVEVEV
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LOLOLOLOOOLOLLOLLOVEVEVEEEVEVEVEVE

LLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOVVVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEE
Box Office: 604-205-3000 6450 Deer Lake Avenue, Burnaby

LLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOOOOVVVVVVVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE LLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOVVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEEE
LLOVVEEEE

$5 off any ticket*
Promo code: push5
Expires June 30, 2014
*Excludes Arts Club On Tour

COUPON Offer not valid with
any other offers.

LLLOLLOOOLOLLOOLLLLLL VEVEVEVEVEEEVE
LOLLOOOOOLOLOLOLOLOLL VEVEVEVEVEEVEVEVEVEVEVEVV

LOLOOLOLLLLOL VVVVEVEVEVEEEVEE

JOHN �F LU EVOG �SHOE S
� � ��G R A N V I L L E�S T� �� � � · � � � ·� �� �� � | � �� ��WAT E R�S T� �� � � · � � � · �� � �

F LU E VO G �CO M

N O,
YO U ’ R E
WEI R D !

JOHN FLUEVOG SHOES AD FOR PUSH FEST
TRIM SIZE: 3.5"W x 5.625" H
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staff

Artistic & Executive Director: Norman Armour
Managing Director: Minna Schendlinger 
Communications Manager: Bonnie Sun
Development Manager: Jocelyn Macdougall
Operations Manager: Lindsay McMahon
Audience Services Manager: Janelle Wong-Moon
Business Manager (on leave): Linda Gorrie
Associate Curator: Joyce Rosario
Communications Associate: Jo Shin
Individual Giving Coordinator: Katie Koncan
Accessible Push Coordinator: Jenn Upham
Audience Services Associate: Bri Proke	
Artist Services Coordinator: Marijka Asbeek Brusse
Hospitality Coordinator: Petra Klupkova
Volunteer Coordinator: Alba Calvo
Senior Management Assistant: Ashley Oh
Youth Program Coordinator: Dave Deveau
Production Manager: David Kerr
Head Technical Director: Jeremy Baxter
Venue Technical Director: Jeremy Collie-Holmes
Venue Box Office Representatives: Lindsay Drummond, Sammie 
Gough, Ashley Holm, Peter Quin-Conroy, Beth Southwell  
Media Relations: Ellie O’Day
Creative Planners & Graphic Designers: me&lewis Ideas Inc. 
(Paul Meehan, Jeff Lewis, Adam McDonnell, James Falloon)
Bookkeeper (interim): Meredith Burney
IT Consultant: Steven Tong
Website Programmer: Karla Wakefield
Festival Photographers: Tim Matheson, Liesbeth Bernaerts

Club PuSh

Curators: Norman Armour, Tim Carlson, Veda Hille
Producer: Cameron Mackenzie
Media Relations: Emma Lancaster
Technical Director: Robert Wilson

Board of Directors

President Peter Dickinson 
Vice-President Michael Stevenson 
President-elect Christianne Wilhelmson
Treasurer Rodger So 
Secretary Jessie Johnston 
Dawn Boblin
Marie-Claire Dy
Kent Gallie
Margo Harper
Michael Heeney
Paul Hecht
Chris Kantowicz
Ronald Lauenstein
Paula Martin
Leslie Nolin
Gayle Pastrick
LainÉ Slater
Vera Tatko
Betty Verkuil

Leaders Council

Chair Max Wyman, OC
Glenn Alteen 

Roberta Beiser 
Wende Cartwright 

Marie Clements 
Barbara Cole 
Mo Dhaliwal 

Marie-Hélène Falcon 
Sam Feldman 

Vicki Gabereau 
John Maclachlan Gray, OC 

Peter Herrndorf, OC, O. Ont 
Sudha Krishna

Kristina Lee Podesva 
Gloria Loree 

Chris Lorway 
Paul Meehan 

Scott Michaels 
Gwyn Roberts

Leonard Schein
Joel Solomon 

Bing Thom 
Michael Turner 

Paul Whitney 
Fei Wong 

 PuSh
international 
performing arts festival ↓

thank you!    
Every arts and culture organization relies on supporters for their time, energy, 

resources and advice. This year, in addition to the special thanks the staff extends 

to their families and loved ones for their ongoing support, the PuSh Festival 

gratefully acknowledges the following people: Nik Badminton, Rob Calder, Laura 

Cundari, Katrina Dunn & Louise Bentall, Steve Ellis, James Falloon, Prem Gill, 

Pam Hawthorn, Jive Communications, Paul Leblanc, Harvey Loen & Sukhdev 

Bassi, Alexandra Montgomery, Laura Moore, Jim O'Hara, Iain Pennington, Ken 

Phelan, Andrew Querner, Dave Secord, Kathleen Speakman, Vancity (Ana Anjos, 

Matthew Filipenko, Margaret Goncalves, Andrew Munro & June Ocampo), and 

all our dedicated volunteers.

in memoriam
The PuSh Festival celebrates the lives of our dear departed friends, artists and 

colleagues who we have lost in the past year and whose contribution to the 

artistic community is immeasurable. In loving memory, the 10th Annual PuSh 

International Performing Arts Festival is dedicated to them: Barbara Mey Alibhai, 

Mark Harris, Jeni LeGon, Diane Loomer, Marjorie McLean, Betty Michal, George 

Norris, and Elvira Wiebe.

PuSh International Performing Arts Festival Society
300-640 West Broadway, Vancouver, BC  V5Z 1G4 CANADA
Phone 604.605.8284 or toll free 1.866.608.8284 | Fax 604.874.7874
info@pushfestival.ca | pushfestival.ca

Our Mission    
PuSh International Performing Arts Festival engages and enriches audiences 

with adventurous contemporary works in a spirit of innovation and dialogue.

The PuSh Festival is one of Vancouver’s signature events. Produced over three 

weeks each January, the Festival presents groundbreaking work in the live 

performing arts.

The PuSh Festival expands the horizons of Vancouver artists and audiences with 

work that is visionary, genre-bending, multi-disciplined, startling and original. 

The Festival showcases acclaimed international, Canadian and local artists and 

mixes them together with an alchemy that inspires audiences, rejuvenates artists, 

stimulates the industry and forges productive relationships around the globe.

The Festival is a broker of international partnerships, a meeting place for creative 

minds, a showcase of Canada’s best and an incubator of brilliant new work.

PuSh International Performing Arts Festival Society is a not-for-profit charitable organization. 
Registration Number: 82954 9948 RT0001
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Shining the spotlight 
on live performances and events
Whether you’re a connoisseur looking to catch the next great show, or member of the arts 
community looking to direct, promote and sell out your next performance, Eventbrite is your 
destination for live events. Discover what’s next at eventbrite.ca

Organizing your own event? Call us at 1-888-541-9753 to learn more.

Granville Island

2013 Winterruption Program Ad

GRA13-023

GRA13-023_Push Fest_ 

2013 Winterruption Ad

7.25˝ × 3.67˝

CMYK

Kipp No.3, PMN Caecillia, Trade Gothic

September 30, 2013

lblackburn@stbernadine.com

winterruption.com | 604.666.6655

PROUD TO BE A PARTNER OF PuSh's

10th ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS
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pushfestival.ca   

facebook.com/pushfestival   ←

twitter.com/pushfestival    ←

youtube.com/pushfestival    ←

instagram.com/pushfestivall   ←

pushfestival.ca/blog    ←


